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V.D.  Social  Worker: 

Mrs.  Doidge-Harrison. 


3 


Mental  Health: 

Miss  C.  M.  Glover  (Social  Worker). 
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PERSONNEL  DETAILS 
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Norman  Rhodes. 
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*  Exchequer  contributions  to  the  salaries  of  these  officers  under  the 
Local  Government  Act,  1933. 
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Wetherby  House, 

WETHERBY. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Wetherby  Rural  District  Council. 


July,  1957. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  interesting  to  notice  that  the  birth  rate  for  1956 
increased,  that,  the  still  birth  rate  was  reduced  and  that  the 
infant  mortality  rate  was  higher.  The  death  rate  too  was  above 
that  for  1955.  On  the  whole  however  the  figures  can  be  regarded 
as  satisfactory. 

The  Council  would  perhaps  wish  me  to  record  the  pleasure 
afforded  by  the  appointment  of  a  former  Chairman  of  this 
Council  and  a  present  member  to  the  Chair  of  the  West  Riding 
County  Council.  Alderman  Major  Hudson  was  congratulated 
at  the  time  of  his  appointment  most  wholeheartedly  and  we 
wish  him  well  during  his  tenure  of  Office. 

The  regret  at  the  departure  of  Mr.  Barnsley,  Deputy  Chief 
Public  Health  Inspector  was  tempered  by  the  knowledge  that 
he  had  obtained  promotion  to  a  Chief  Inspector’s  post  elsewhere. 

When  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ridsdale  left  the  post  of  Office 
Caretakers  after  many  years  service  due  recognition  was  made 
of  their  efforts  to  secure  the  comfort  of  the  Council  when 
assembled  as  such  or  in  Committee. 

During  the  course  of  1956  the  Council  received  notice  of 
the  impending  closure  of  H.M.S.  Ceres,  and  before  the  “  Ship” 
leaves  these  shores  it  would  be  proper  that  I  should  pay  tribute 
to  the  few  health  problems  which  have  arisen  from  that  source 
since  I  took  Office  nearly  10  years  ago. 

The  closure  of  the  National  Insurance  Office  in  Wetherby 
has  made  the  services  of  the  Insurance  Officers  so  much  less 
available,  and  it  has  resulted  in  my  Office  being  deprived  of 
most  useful  information  regarding  sickness  incidence  in  the 
Wetherby  Rural  District.  It  is  difficult  to  believe  that  the 
figures  for  Wetherby  can  no  longer  be  abstracted  from  the 
figures  produced  weekly  by  the  Harrogate  Office  but  such  indeed 
appears  to  be  the  case. 

During  the  course  of  the  year  under  review  you,  Mr. 
Chairman,  and  all  members  of  the  Council  have  been  most 
considerate  and  I  thank  you  for  that  consideration. 

It  is  once  again  my  great  pleasure  and  privilege  to 
acknowledge  the  assistance  I  regularly  receive  from  members 
of  my  own  Staff  and  from  the  Staff  of  all  Departments  of  the 
Council. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

RONALD  G.  SMITHSON, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


PART  I.  REPORT  AS  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


1.  GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  in  Acres  .  64,424 

Population,  1951  Census .  20,338 

Population — Registrar-General’s  Estimate  mid-1956  22,050 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses .  6,881 

Rateable  Value,  31/3/57 .  £227,488 

Product  of  Id.  Rate,  31/3/57 .  £803 

District  Council  General  Rate,  1956/57  .  5/3 

County  Council  General  Rate,  1956/57  .  10/9 


2.  EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR 


Live  Births :  Legitimate 
Illegitimate 


Male  Female  Total 
166  ...  147  ...  313 
6  ...  5  ...  11 


Totals  ...  172  ...  152  ...  324 


Birth  Rate  per  thousand  population . 

Stillbirths,  6.  Rate  per  thousand  total  births . 

Illegitimate  live  births  represent  3.4  per  cent,  of  total  live  births. 

Total  Deaths  from  all  Causes,  207.  Crude  Death  Rate  per 
thousand  population . 

Standardised  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population . 

Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of  childbirth,  was 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year : 

All  Infants  per  thousand  live  births  (8)  . 

Legitimate  Infants  per  thousand  legitimate  live  births  (7)  ... 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  . 

Deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  (all  ages)  . 

Deaths  from  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  (all  ages) . 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) . .  . 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) . 

Deaths  from  Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  (all  ages) . 


14.7 


18.2 


9.4 

9.9 

Nil 


24.7 

22.3 

24 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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YVETHERBY  RURAL  DISTRICT 
COMPARABLE  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1956 
Based  on  the  Registrar-General’s  Figures 


Wetherby 

Rural 

District 

BIRTH  RATE 

Aggregate 

West 

Riding 

Rural 

Districts 

West 

Riding 

Admin- 

C'ounty 

England 
&  Wales 
(Prov- 
sional 
figures) 

(Per  1,000  estimated  population)  ... 

14.7 

17.7 

16.4 

15.7 

BEAT  FI  RATE 

(All  per  1,000  estimated  population) 
All  Causes  . 

9.4 

9.8 

11.8 

11.7 

Infective  and  Para,  Dis.  excl.  Tub. 
but  incl.  Syphillis  and  other  V.D. 

0.14 

0.06 

0.07 

* 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  . 

0.14 

0.12 

0.11 

0.11 

Tuberculosis,  Other . 

— 

0.02 

0.02 

0.01 

Cancer  . 

1.09 

1.50 

1.80 

2.08 

Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous 
^  j  s  t  o  in  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

1.63 

1.36 

1.86 

* 

Heart  and  Circulatory  Disease  ... 

4.26 

3.71 

4.47 

* 

Respiratory  Diseases  . 

0.95 

1.07 

1.29 

* 

Maternal  Mortality  (Deaths  of 
mothers  in  childbirth  (per  1,000 
live  births  and  stillbirths) . 

0.12 

0.52 

0.56 

Infant  Mortality  . 

24.7 

30.0 

27.1 

23.8 

*  Figures  not  available. 
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CAUSES  OF  CIVILIAN  DEATHS 


Registrar-General’s  Abridged  List  of  Causes  of  Death  in  District 

during  1956 

NUMBER 

CAUSE  Male  Female  Total 


1. 

Tuberculosis  (Respiratory)  . 

1 

2 

3 

9 

SmJ, 

Tuberculosis  (Other)  . 

— 

_ 

3. 

Syphilitic  Disease  . 

1 

9 

3 

4. 

Diphtheria  . 

... 

— 

_ 

_ 

5. 

Whooping  Cough  . 

... 

— 

— 

_ 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infection . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . 

— 

_ 

_ 

8. 

Measles  . 

— 

_ 

— 

9. 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

9 

1 

3 

10. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

5 

1 

6 

11. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung  Bronchus 

•  9  • 

9  9  9 

... 

1 

— 

1 

12. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast . 

9  9  9 

... 

... 

— 

3 

3 

13. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus . 

•  9  9 

... 

— 

1 

1 

14. 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

3 

8 

11 

15. 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia  . . 

1 

1 

2 

16. 

Diabetes  . 

— 

2 

2 

17. 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

17 

19 

36 

18. 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina  . 

... 

23 

10 

33 

19. 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

... 

— 

2 

2 

20. 

Other  Heart  Disease . 

... 

17 

29 

46 

21. 

Other  Circulatory  Disease  . 

... 

2 

11 

13 

22. 

Influenza  . 

... 

2 

1 

3 

23. 

Pneumonia  . 

8 

3 

11 

24. 

Bronchitis  . 

5 

1 

6 

25. 

Other  Disease  of  Respiratory  System 

... 

1 

— 

1 

26. 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  ... 

... 

... 

— 

— 

— 

27. 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

... 

— 

— 

— 

28. 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis . 

... 

1 

1 

2 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate . 

•  99 

... 

2 

— 

2 

30. 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion  ... 

•  9  9 

... 

- - 

1 

1 

31. 

Congenital  Malformations  . 

... 

2 

— 

2 

32. 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases 

5 

8 

13 

33. 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents . 

... 

... 

9 

W 

— 

2 

34. 

All  Other  Accidents . 

... 

... 

3 

— 

3 

35. 

Suicide  . 

... 

... 

— 

2 

2 

36. 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War  ... 

... 

... 

... 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

... 

101 

106 

207 

From  the  Registrar-General’s  list  of  causes  of  death  in  the 
District  during  1956,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  most  frequent 
causes  of  death,  the  number  of  deaths  so  registered,  and  the 
corresponding  death  rates  per  thousand  population  were : — 

Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases  ...  94,  equivalent  to  death  rate  of  4.26 

Intra  Cranial  Vascular  Lesions  ...  36,  equivalent  to  death  rate  of  1.63 

Cancer  . 24,  equivalent  to  death  rate  of  1.09 

Pneumonia  . 11,  equivalent  to  death  rate  of  0.50 

Bronchitis .  6,  equivalent  to  death  rate  of  0.27 

9 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


Housing 

The  Council  continued  to  deal  with  the  Slum  Clearance 
Programme  in  1956  by  considering  representations  made  by  the 
Medical  Officer  and  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  on  the 
one  hand  and  by  commissioning  the  building  of  replacement 
houses  on  the  other.  The  Slum  Clearance  replacement 
programme  resolves  itself  largely  into  the  re-housing  of  the 
aged  and  it  has  become  the  Council’s  policy  to  plan  building 
one  bedroomed  houses  for  this  purpose.  Whether  this  policy 
will  prove  to  be  more  acceptable  here  than  I  have  known  it  to 
be  in  another  area  remains  to  be  seen. 

The  change  in  subsidy  policy  has  lead  to  a  diminution  in 
the  plans  to  provide  houses  for  normal  applicants  and  it  is 
becoming  increasingly  difficult  to  meet  those  people  not  in  special 
categories  who  seek  self-contained  dwellings.  We  very 
frequently  say  how  necessary  it  is  for  a  newly  married  couple 
to  occupy  a  dwelling  of  their  own  but  at  the  same  time  lose 
sight  of  the  fact  that  it  becomes  extremely  difficult  to  obtain 
such  a  dwelling. 

It  seems  to  me  part  of  the  Council’s  obligation  to  provide 
for  this  public  need. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

Wetherby  is  fortunate  as  a  Rural  area  in  having  such  a 
large  proportion  of  the  district  served  by  sewerage  and  sewage 
disposal  plants  and  perusal  of  the  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector’s  Section  of  this  report  will  show  the  detailed  position 
most  admirably. 

Water  Supply 

The  Council  has  had  reason  to  appreciate  the  vast 
improvement  in  the  water  supply  of  the  district  in  recent  years 
and  the  favourable  position  in  which  the  district  finds  itself 
has  been  underlined  in  the  recent  discussions  with  neighbouring 
Authorities  consequent  on  the  Ministry’s  Scheme  of  re-organisa¬ 
tion  of  water  areas. 

From  the  point  of  view  of  this  district  it  would  appear 
tha't  Wetherby  is  likely  to  receive  little  benefit  from  any  of  the 
possible  amalgamations.  At  the  same  time  the  resources  of 
this  district  might  prove  an  excellent  bargaining  counter  in 
establishing  its  place  in  whatever  joint  association  is  finally 
decided. 

Food  Hygiene 

Consequent  on  the  publication  of  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations  the  Council  directed  that  steps  should  be  taken  to 
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investigate  the  position  throughout  the  district.  This  is  an 
important  piece  of  work  from  the  point  of  view  of  an  area  which 
caters  for  many  visitors.  We  regard  it  as  part  of  our 
responsibility  to  raise  the  standard  of  catering  hygiene  to  the 
high  level  already  reached  by  many  of  the  commercial  under¬ 
takings  operating  here. 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASE 


Scarlet  Fever  . 

Whooping  Cough 

Poliomyelitis  . 

Measles  . 

Acute  Pneumonia 

Dysentery  . 

Erysipelas  . 

Meningococcal  Infection 

Food  Poisoning . 

Acute  Encephalitis  ... 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 


Total 

Cases 
sent  to 
Hospital 

Deaths 

6 

4 

— 

38 

— 

— 

3 

3 

— 

1 

— 

— 

6 

1 

11 

64 

39 

— 

2 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

. 

Comments : 


The  three  cases  of  poliomyelitis  occurred  at  widely  separated 
points  in  the  District  and  appear  to  hear  no  possible  relationship 
one  to  the  other. 

The  outbreak  of  Dysentery  occurred  in  a  large  Institution 
for  Handicapped  Children  and  was  limited  successfully  to  one 
Department  only. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

The  following  figures  show  the  state  of  the  register  at 
31/12/56. 

Pulmonary  N  on-Pulmonary 

M.  F.  M.  F.  Total 

44  26  12  12  94 

This  is  an  increase  of  3  cases  over  the  figures  at  31/12/55. 
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Analysis  of  new  notifications  and  deaths  from  Tuberculosis 
during  year : — 

CIVILIAN  TUBERCULOSIS 


NEW  CASES  DEATHS 


Age 

Pulmonary 

Non- Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

0-1  . 

— 

— 

. . .  - — 

— 

—  — 

.  .  .  -  - 

1-5  . 

- — 

— 

— 

1  ... 

—  — 

-  - 

5-15  . 

1 

— 

. . .  — 

— 

—  — 

-  - 

15-25  . 

— 

1 

2 

1  ... 

—  — 

-  - 

25-35  . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

—  — 

-  - 

35-45  . 

1 

— 

— 

1  ... 

—  2 

.  .  .  -  - 

45-55  . 

2 

1 

. . .  — 

— 

—  — 

.  .  .  -  - 

55-65  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

.  .  .  -  - 

65  and  over 

— 

— 

1 

1  ... 

1  — 

_ _ 

Service  Cases :  NIL. 
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PART  II.  REPORT  AS  DIVISIONAL  MEDICAL  OFFICER 

According  to  instructions  received  from  the  Ministry  of 
Health  last  year  a  summary  of  the  duties  of  your  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  in  his  capacity  as  such  and  also  in  his  capacity  as 
Divisional  Medical  Officer  of  Health  were  included  in  the  1955 
Annual  Report.  It  is  not  considered  necessary  to  repeat  that 
Statement,  but  once  again  for  the  information  of  members  of 
the  Council  it  is  thought  appropriate  to  include  a  summary  of 
the  work  carried  out  by  the  Divisional  Health  Office  during 
1956  in  this  report. 

Perhaps  the  most  outstanding  development  was  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  Vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis,  details  of 
which  appear  in  the  body  of  the  report. 

The  outline  of  the  work  of  the  Domiciliary  Nursing  Services 
will,  it  is  hoped,  give  members  of  the  District  Council  some  idea 
of  the  activities  on  which  these  devoted  ladies  are  engaged.  It 
is  one’s  privilege  from  time  to  time  to  be  the  recipient  of 
congratulatory  remarks  on  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Nurses 
in  the  area,  and  such  expressions  of  regard  are  appreciated  and 
passed  on  to  the  individual  concerned. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  Divisional  Medical  Officer 
was  asked  to  be  rather  more  stringent  in  selecting  Maternity 
cases  on  sociological  grounds  for  admission  to  booked  accommo¬ 
dation  in  Fulford  Maternity  Hospital,  and  he  was  also  told  that 
it  would  be  impossible  to  admit  any  further  cases  from  the 
Tadcaster  Rural  District  to  the  Wakefield  group  of  Hospitals. 
Fortunately  the  ban  on  admissions  to  the  Wakefield  Hospitals 
has  not  been  enforced  in  its  entirety  but  cases  are  having  to  be 
sifted  extremely  carefully  to  keep  them  within  the  limits  of 
accommodation  made  available  to  us.  The  Harrogate  Maternity 
accommodation,  although  often  working  under  great  stress,  has 
not  been  restricted  any  more  as  far  as  this  area  is  concerned. 

Of  necessity  the  report  as  Divisional  Medical  Officer  is,  to 
a  large  extent,  a  re-production  of  statistical  information  and  it 
is  hoped  it  is  presented  in  such  a  way  as  to  interest  the  reader, 
as  well  as  to  provide  a  comparable  record  as  year  succeeds  year. 

SCHOOL  MEDICAL  SERVICE 

Each  School  in  the  area  was  visited  by  a  School  Medical 
Officer  at  least  once  for  routine  Medical  Inspection  of  children 
aged  5,  8,  11  and  14  years.  The  total  number  of  Routine  Medical 
Examinations  was  2,794.  1,076  re-inspections  of  defects  found 

at  previous  examinations  were  recorded,  and  19  special  examina¬ 
tions  were  performed  at  the  request  of  Heads  of  Schools.  260 
individual  children  were  found  to  have  275  defects  requiring 
treatment,  and  out  of  the  total  number  of  children  examined, 
967  defects  were  noted  for  further  observation  at  subsequent 
examinations.  0.22%  of  the  children  seen  were  estimated  to  be 
below  average  nutrition. 


15 


We  continue  to  arrange  for  each  School  Nurse  to  examine 
all  the  children  in  her  Schools  for  cleanliness  of  body  and  head 
after  each  principal  School  holiday.  16,196  such  examinations 
were  recorded  and  resulted  in  93  children  being  found  to  have 
signs  of  infestation  with  lice. 

We  share  common  experience  in  that  children  found  to  have 
signs  of  infestation  repeatedly  come  from  the  same  families.  On 
the  whole  the  record  of  cleanliness  in  our  Schools  is  quite  satis¬ 
factory. 

The  Minor  Ailment.  Clinics  ait  Swillington,  Tadcaster,  and 
Wetherby  dealt  with  5  cases  during  the  course  of  the  year. 

The  Dental  Officers  working  in  the  Division  report  the 
following  statistics  in  respect  of  their  work : — 

Number  of  children  inspected . 

Number  of  children  found  to  require  treatment 

Number  of  children  offered  treatment . 

Number  of  children  treated  . 

Number  of  attendances  . 

Number  of  extractions : 

Temporary  teeth  . 

Permanent  teeth  . 

Number  of  general  anaesthetics  . 

Number  of  fillings : 

Temporary  teeth  . 

Permanent  teeth  . 

Number  of  other  treatments : 

Temporary  teeth  . 

Permanent  teeth  . 

The  arrangements  for  Consultative  Clinics  continued  to 
operate  in  the  same  way  as  last  year  with  the  following  results  : 

Eye  Clinic 

447  children  were  examined,  spectacles  were  prescribed  in 
239  cases  and  I  understand  spectacles  were  obtained  in  227 
cases. 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Clinic 

54  children  made  74  attendances  at  the  Monthly  Clinic  and 
19  were  referred  for  operative  treatment. 

Orthopaedic  Clinic 

76  children  attended  the  8  sessions  on  98  occasions.  11  were 
referred  for  treatment. 

Paediatric  Clinic 

23  children  made  47  attendances  at  9  sessions. 

In  addition  12  children  from  this  Division  were  seen  at  the 
special  Cardiac  Centre  at  Harrogate  General  Hospital. 


Total 

4,595 

3,520 

3,160 

1,676 

2,573 

1,348 

204 

2 

106 

2,129 

97 

139 
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Speech  Therapy  Clinic 

37  children  received  treatment  at  118  sessions. 

Physically  Handicapped  Children 

Our  records  show  that  the  following  numbers  of  children 
from  this  area  are  in  attendance  at  Residential  Schools. 


Type  of  School 

Number 

Educationally  Sub-normal 

.  10 

Blind  . 

.  5 

Maladjusted  . 

.  1 

Deaf  . 

.  10 

Delicate  . 

...  ...  1 

Orthopaedic  . 

.  2 

Epileptic  . 

.  2 

In  last  year’s  report  an  opportunity  was  taken  to  indicate 
the  facilities  available  to  parents  of  Handicapped  Children  to 
obtain  an  opinion  from  the  Education  Authority  as  to  the 
provision  which  might  be  made  at  the  appropriate  time  for  the 
child.  It  is  interesting  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  Department 
has  been  approached  on  four  or  five  occasions  during  the  year 
to  give  an  opinion  as  to  the  best  course  to  pursue  with  regard 
to  future  education  for  a  Handicapped  Child.  Such  approaches 
are  welcomed  in  that  time  is  afforded  to  go  into  the  case 
thoroughly  diagnostically  and  administratively.  It  should  be 
widely  known  that  guidance  can  be  sought  through  this  Office, 
if  required. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 

Clinic  Facilities.  The  provision  of  Clinic  facilities  in 
static  premises  and  through  the  medium  of  the  Mobile  Unit 
continued  unchanged  in  1956.  So  much  do  we  appreciate  the 
opportunity  of  using  the  Mobile  Unit  in  this  widely  scattered 
Rural  area  that  we  would  wish  to  have  a  greater  allocation  of 
its  time  each  fortnight  to  allow  us  to  offer  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  facilities  at  additional  points  in  our  area.  To  date 
such  an  additional  allocation  has  not  been  forthcoming  but  as 
a  result  of  certain  changes  in  the  district  in  1957  those  places 
we  have  in  mind  might  receive  service  soon. 

The  total  attendance  at  permanent  Clinics  in  the  Division 
was  1,076  children  who  attended  on  7,257  occasions.  96 
Expectant  Mothers  attended  the  same  Clinics  366  times.  27 
Mothers  attended  for  Post-Natal  Examination. 

The  Mobile  Clinic  was  attended  2,471  times  for  Infant 
Welfare  purposes  and  on  77  occasions  by  49  Expectant  Mothers. 
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Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods.  We  continue  to  have 
responsibility  for  distribution  and  sale  of  Welfare  Foods 
throughout  the  Division.  During  1956  the  Selling  Centres 
continued  unchanged,  no  new  Centres  having  been  opened  and 
none  of  the  existing  ones  having  been  closed.  In  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  work  at  the  Selling  Centres  is  carried  out  almost 
entirely  on  a  voluntary  basis,  it  is  proper  that  recognition 
should  be  made  here  of  the  work  so  willingly  performed. 

In  total  no  less  than  15,083  tins  of  National  Dried  Milk, 
28,466  bottles  of  Orange  Juice,  4,416  bottles  of  Cod  Liver  Oil, 
and  1,611  packets  of  Vitamin  Tablets  were  sold  in  the  area 
during  the  year.  Each  item  represents  an  increase  over  the 
previous  year  with  the  exception  of  the  sale  of  Cod  Liver  Oil 
which  shows  a  decrease  of  rather  less  than  5%. 

Health  Visiting.  The  Yearly  Return  on  the  Health  Visiting 
Work  submitted  to  County  Hall  in  January,  1957,  read  as 
follows : — 

Number 

of 

children 

under 


5  years 
of  age 

Expectant 

Children  under 

Children 
age  1 

Children 
age  2 

Tuber¬ 

visited 

Mothers 

1  year  of  age 

and 

but 

culous 

during 

First 

Total 

First 

Total 

under 

under 

House¬ 

Other 

year 

Visit 

Visits 

Visit 

Visits 

2  years 

5  years 

hold 

Cases 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

(9) 

2,073 

255 

584 

703 

3,438 

1,758 

3,214 

22 

3,451 

As  a  result  of  the  efforts  which  were  made  in  1955  to  make 
Health  Visitors  more  readily  available  to  Private  Practitioners 
as  need  arose  it  is  one’s  impression  that  the  work  of  mutual 
interest  is  being  carried  out  more  satisfactorily. 

The  work  of  the  Health  Visitor,  being  mainly  in  the  nature 
of  a  Health  Educator,  is  characterised  by  its  routine  contact 
with  all  sections  of  the  community  at  regular  intervals  rather 
than  by  any  spectacular  event,  and  it  is  only  by  constant 
visitation  of  families  in  her  district  that  the  Health  Visitor 
huilds  up  the  reputation  which  most  of  them  have  got  for 
helpfulness  in  matters  connected  with  the  welfare  of  the  family. 

Maternity  Home  Accommodation.  The  Ministry  of  Health 
Circular  No.  9/1956  dated  25th  May,  1956,  called  upon  Hospital 
Authorities  to  meet  Representatives  of  Local  Health  Authorities 
to  discuss  arrangements  for  improving  Ante-Natal  Care  for 
Expectant  Mothers  especially  with  a  view  to  the  prevention  of 
toxaemia  of  pregnancy.  The  Divisional  Medical  Officer  was 
invited  to  meetings  in  Harrogate  and  York  as  a  Representative 
of  the  County  Council. 
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The  following  table  gives  an  indication  of  the  place  of 
confinement  of  mothers  normally  resident  here  who  bore  children 
during  1956 : — 


1st 

Half 

2nd 

Half 

1st 

Half 

2nd 

Half 

1st 

Half 

2nd 

Half 

1st 

Half 

2nd 

Half 

1953 

1953 

1954 

1954 

1955 

1955 

1956 

1956 

Hazlewood . 

127 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

York  Maternity 

Hospitals 

13 

32 

32 

27 

39 

47 

41 

52 

Harrogate  General 

Hospital 

41 

71 

57 

59 

69 

60 

72 

54 

Wakefield  Hospitals 

— 

34 

22 

27 

20 

22 

16 

16 

Castleford  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

2 

1 

Leeds  Hospitals 

32 

45 

32 

35 

46 

33 

58 

44 

Otley  General 

Hospital 

1 

2 

_ 

_ 

1 

4 

St.  Winifred’s,  Ilkley 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Hospitals 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

3 

2 

1 

Private  Nursing 

Homes 

33 

39 

51 

43 

37 

42 

43 

41 

Home  Confinements 

114 

152 

140 

141 

151 

152 

150 

167 

About  the  end  of  the  year  the  Department  was  asked  to 
limit  bookings  for  the  York  and  Wakefield  Hospitals  and  it  will 
be  appreciated  that  such  limitation  throws  a  greater  strain  on 
the  Domiciliary  Midwife  and  Private  Practitioner.  All  this 
gives  point  to  a  remark  made  to  me  by  one  of  my  Private 
Practitioner  Colleagues  recently  that  he  was  finding  the  number 
of  home  confinements  asking  for  his  attention  is  becoming  greater 
than  he  can  do  justice  to. 

Domiciliary  Midwifery 

Nurse  Glennie  and  Nurse  Hickes  resigned  from  the  service 
during  the  year  and  were  replaced  by  Miss  Rippin  and  Miss 
Webb.  There  were  therefore  15  Domiciliary  Nurses  undertaking 
combined  duties  of  Home  Nursing  and  Midwifery  during  1956 
and  the  following  table  gives  details  of  the  work  carried  out 
by  them. 
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Number  of  deliveries  attended  by  Mid  wives  in  the  area  during 

the  year — Domiciliary  Cases 

Doctor  not  booked  Doctor  booked 


Doctor 
present  at 
delivery 

Midwives  employed  by 
the  Authority  ...  1 

Midwives  in  Private 
Practice  (including 
Midwives  employed 
in  Nursing  Home)  — 


Doctor  not  Doctor  Doctor  not 
present  at  present  at  present  at 
delivery  delivery  delivery  Totals 


76  70  165  312 


5—5 


Total  ...  1  76  75  165  317 


Number  of  cases  delivered  in  Institutions  but  attended  by 
domiciliary  Midwives  on  discharge  from  Institutions 
before  the  fourteenth  day  .  68 


Breast  Feeding 

Number  of  domiciliary  cases  in  which  the  infant  was 

wholly  breast  fed  at  the  fourteenth  day .  (64%)  204 


Statutory  Notices  received  from  Midwives 

1.  Death  of  (a)  Mother  . 

(b)  Child  . 

2.  Stillbirths . 

3.  Substitution  of  Artificial  Feeding 

4.  Liability  to  be  a  source  of  infection 

5.  Medical  Aids  issued  because  of  complications  arising 
in/during : — 

(a)  Pregnancy  . 

(b)  Labour  . 

(c)  Lying  In  . 

(d)  The  Child . 


1 

5 

30 

4 


4 

17 

4 

5 


Once  again  an  increased  number  of  mothers  availed  them¬ 
selves  of  facilities  for  receiving  Gas  and  Air  Analgesia.  231 
mothers  were  concerned  and  represents  73%  of  mothers  having 
babies  at  home. 


Pethedine  was  administered  on  89  occasions  under  prescrip¬ 
tion  by  the  Private  Practitioner  in  charge  of  the  case  and 
similarly  16  cases  received  Trilene. 

Relaxation  Exercises  continue  to  be  offered  to  patients 
attending  the  Ante-Natal  Clinics. 


Home  Nursing  Service 

The  15  ladies  who  were  employed  in  the  Home  Nursing 
Service  during  the  year  carried  out  the  work  indicated  in  the 
following  Table : — 
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(1)  Medical  . 

(2)  Surgical  . 

(3)  Infectious  Diseases 

(4)  Tuberculosis  . 

(5)  Maternal  Complications 


Number  of  cases 
attended  by 
Home  Nurses 
during  the  year 

786 

304 

2 

8 

4 


Number  of  visits 
paid  by 
Home  Nurses 
during  the  year 

16,697 

4,646 

7 

348 

27 


Totals 


1,104 


21,725 


Patients  included  in  above  who 
were  aged  65  or  over  at  the 
time  of  the  first  visit  during 

the  year  .  527  15,286 

Children  included  in  above  who 
were  under  5  years  of  age  at 
the  time  of  the  first  visit 

during  the  year .  84  504 

Patients  included  in  above  who 
have  had  more  than  24  visits 

during  the  year .  259  6,655 

No  less  than  6,249  visits  were  made  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  injections  of  modern  therapeutic  agents  prescribed  by 
Practitioners. 


PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS— CARE  AND  AFTER  CARE 
(i)  Tuberculosis 

Mrs.  Askam  is  engaged  entirely  on  Tuberculosis  Health 
Visiting  and  she  gives  whole-time  service  to  Division  9  except 
for  the  three  sessions  per  fortnight  when  she  is  engaged  in  a 
neighbouring  Division.  During  the  year  she  visited  1,643  times 
in  the  course  of  her  duties.  The  Chest  Physicians  tell  me  that 
24  children  known  to  be  contacts  of  patients  with  Tuberculosis 
received  vaccination  against  the  disease. 

The  County  Council’s  Scheme  for  supplying  extra  nourish¬ 
ment  in  the  shape  of  daily  free  milk  was  used  for  50  patients 
during  the  course  of  the  year. 

The  Mass  Radiography  Unit  provided  by  the  Leeds  Regional 
Hospital  Board  visited  Sherburn-in-Elmet,  Tadcaster,  and 
Wetherby  during  the  year  and  the  following  Table  is  a  summary 
of  the  results  of  that  visit. 

Abnormalities  Discovered 


Number 

Tuberculosis 

* 

Survey  undertaken  at 

Examined 

Active 

Inactive 

Other 

Total 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

Sherburn-in-Elmet  ... 

152) 

A 

2 

15 

21 

Tadcaster  . 

1,238) 

4 

Wetherby  . 

780 

— 

2 

4 

6 

Totals  ... 

2,170 

4 

4 

19 

27 

21 


*The  non-tuberculosis  abnormalities  are  classified  as  follows : — 

Condition  No. 

Abnormalities  of  the  bony  thorax  and  soft  tissues — congenital  6 

Bacterial  and  virus  infections  of  the  lungs .  1 

Bronchiectasis  .  6 

Emphysema  .  1 

Pulmonary  fibrosis — non-tuberculous  .  1 

Pneumoconiosis  .  2 

Abnormalities  of  the  diaphragm  and  oesophagus — congenital 

and  acquired .  1 

Acquired  abnormalities  of  heart  and  vessels .  1 

B.C.G.  Vaccination  of  older  school  children  appears  to  have 
become  an  accepted  routine  in  the  Secondary  Schools.  Each 
school  is  visited  three  times  per  year  early  in  the  School  Term 
and  invitations  to  parents  to  allow  their  children  to  be  tested 
and  if  necessary  vaccinated  between  the  ages  of  13  ^  and  14 
years  were  issued  to  499  parents  and  353  gave  consent.  320 
children  were  subjected  to  the  Mantoux  Test,  162  were  positive 
showing  evidence  of  previous  infection  with  Tuberculosis  and 
150  were  negative,  the  remaining  8  children  were  not  available 
to  have  the  test  read.  All  the  150  negative  re-actors  were 
vaccinated.  Post-Vaccinal  Tests  were  carried  out  one  year 
after  vaccination  on  102  children  and  in  only  one  case  was  there 
evidence  that  the  protection  against  Tuberculosis  had  not 
persisted.  Unfortunately  this  child  was  not  available  for 
re-vaccination  when  the  next  supply  of  B.C.G.  reached  us. 

It  is  encouraging  to  find  parents  so  interested  in  having 
their  children  protected  against  Tuberculosis.  The  fact  that 
the  whole  procedure  can  be  carried  out  at  so  little  inconvenience 
to  the  child  is  undoubtedly  to  its  advantage  and  the  response  of 
parents  must  be  some  recompense  for  all  the  efforts  which  are 
made  to  bring  supplies  here  every  time  it  is  used.  It  may  not 
be  generally  known  that  material  collected  in  Copenhagen  on 
Monday  is  packed,  flown  to  this  country,  distributed,  and  used 
within  eight  days. 

(ii)  Mental  Health  Social  Work 

It  has  been  reported  before  that  the  Divisional  Health  Office 
is  responsible  for  the  Domiciliary  Supervision  of  cases  known 
to  the  County  Council  through  the  Mental  Deficiency  Acts  and 
the  Lunacy  Acts  and  in  view  of  the  rousing  of  the  public 
conscience  in  regard  to  matters  affecting  Mental  Health  it  may 
be  of  interest  to  elaborate  the  position  locally. 

Under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Acts  alone  there  are  76  cases 
in  this  area  requiring  some  measure  of  supervision  by  the  Mental 
Health  Social  Worker.  17  of  these  people  have  requested 
supervision  on  a  voluntary  basis — in  other  words  no  form  of 
certification  is  involved.  26  of  the  76  known  cases  are  in 
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employment,  10  are  occupied  at  home,  7  attend  Occupational 
Centres  accessible  outside  the  Division,  9  receive  regular  home 
teaching  and  6  attend  a  Group  Training  Class  held  twice  weekly 
in  Tadcaster. 

Of  the  total  number  of  cases  known  to  the  Divisional 
Medical  Officer  it  is  considered  that  8  require  other  provision  not 
yet  made  available  to  them.  In  addition  to  her  work  under  the 
Mental  Deficiency  Acts,  Miss  Glover  is  called  upon  to  try  to 
assist  patients  discharged  from  Mental  Hospitals  whether  they 
have  been  there  as  voluntary  or  certified  cases. 


(iii)  Diphtheria  Immunisation 


The  Return  submitted 

to  the 

Ministry  in 

respect 

of  1956 

reads  as  follows  : — 

Age  at  31-12-56 
i.e.  Born  in  Year 

Last  complete  course  of 
injections  (whether 
primary  or  booster) 

Under  1 
1956 

1-4 

1955-1952 

5-9 

1951-1947 

10-14 

1946-1942 

Under  15 
Total 

A.  1952-1956  . 

.  124 

1,608 

2,790 

1,754 

6,276 

B.  1951  or  earlier  .. 

— 

— 

816 

1,122 

1,938 

The  amount  of  immunisation  against  Diphtheria  carried  out 


by  Practitioners  and  by  the  Department  during  1956  is  shown 


in  the  following  Table 

AGE  AT  FINAL  INJECTION 

Under  1 

1-4 

5-14 

Total 

1.  Number  of  children  who  com¬ 
pleted  a  full  course  of  primary 
immunisation  (inc.  temporary 
residents)  . 

119 

293 

122 

534 

2.  Total  number  of  children  who 
were  given  a  secondary  or 
re-inforcing  injection  (i.e. 
subsequent  to  complete  full 
course)  . 

6 

528 

534 

From  these  figures  it  would  appear  that  rather  less  than 
48%  of  children  below  school  age  are  immunised  in  this  area. 
This  level  of  immunity  is  not  sufficient  to  give  any  confidence 
that  Diphtheria  cannot  be  expected  to  return.  Perhaps  the 
introduction  of  combined  vaccination  against  Diphtheria  and 
Whooping  Cough  which  at  the  time  of  writing  is  anticipated 
very  soon  will  induce  parents  of  small  children  to  accept  this 
vital  protective  process  more  readily. 

(iv)  Whooping  Cough  Vaccination 

At  the  end  of  1956  the  records  available  in  the  Department 
showed  that  434  children  were  vaccinated  against  Whooping 
Cough  in  that  year  and  that  a  total  of  1,700  have  been  vaccinated 
in  the  area  since  the  facility  was  available.  It  is  interesting  to 
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notice  that  during  the  year  five  children  were  reported  to  be 
suffering  from  Whooping  Cough  who  had  a  previous  history  of 
vaccination  but  the  vaccination  had  taken  place  some  2/3  years 
previously  and  to  the  extent  that  it  had  postponed  the  infection 
it  can  be  said  that  the  vaccination  had  been  well  worthwhile. 
This  report  is  made  with  the  reservation  that  it  was  not  possible 
to  confirm  the  diagnosis  bacteriologically. 

(v)  Vaccination  Against  Smallpox 

The  following  number  of  persons  were  vaccinated  against 
Smallpox : — 

Age  at  Date  of  Vaccination  Under  1  1  2  to  4  5  to  14  IS  or  over  Total 

Number  Vaccinated  ...  260  156  26  20  27  489 

Number  Re-vaccinated  —  —  3  9  65  77 

These  figures  represent  approximately  25%  of  children 
under  the  age  of  2  years  being  vaccinated  against  Smallpox. 

(vi)  Vaccination  Against  Poliomyelitis 

In  common  with  every  other  area  in  the  country  invitations 
to  parents  to  register  their  children  for  vaccination  against 

Poliomyelitis  were  put  out  in  the  Spring  of  1956.  It  was  found 
that  approximately  l/3rd  of  all  children  born  between  1947/1954 
inclusive  were  registered.  In  total  this  represented  2,006 
children.  The  first  supplies  of  the  vaccine  were  received  in  May 
and  it  was  possible  to  give  223  children  two  injections  before 
the  procedure  was  postponed  for  the  so  called  Poliomyelitis 

Season.  In  December  a  further  ten  doses  of  vaccine  were 
received  and  were  used  to  give  six  second  doses  for  children  who 
received  only  one  dose  the  previous  May  and  four  first  doses 
to  eligible  children. 

It  was  considered  that  the  response  of  parents  in  the  area 
was  satisfactory  and  it  is  pleasing  to  report  that  no  untoward 
incidents  were  reported. 

Home  Help  Service 

The  Home  Help  Service  continues  to  be  widely  used  in  the 
Division,  and  in  our  area  the  following  figures  give  a  brief 
summary  of  the  work  carried  out. 


1.  Maternity  (including  expectant  mothers) .  42 

2.  Tuberculosis  .  — 

3.  Chronic  Sick,  65+  .  68 

Chronic  Sick,  under  65 .  4 

4.  Others  .  15 


129 


These  cases  received  18,884  hours’  service. 
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Welfare  Of  The  Aged 

The  Divisional  Medical  Officer  continues  to  have  the 
privilege  of  being  Secretary  of  the  Wetherby  Old  People’s 
Welfare  Executive  Committee  and  also  to  be  a  member  of  the 
corresponding  Committee  in  the  Tadcaster  Rural  area.  In 
addition  he  was  appointed  a  member  of  the  Yorkshire  Council 
for  the  Care  of  the  Aged. 

In  May,  1956,  the  Tadcaster  and  Wetherby  Executive 
Committees  joined  together  to  organise  an  Exhibition  of 
Handicrafts  and  a  Choir  Contest  in  the  Riley-Smith  Hall, 
Tadcaster,  and  the  event  proved  to  be  an  outstanding  success 
from  all  points  of  view.  So  large  was  the  attendance  that  the 
Committees  feared  for  the  safety  of  future  events  if  conducted 
jointly  and  it  therefore  regrettably  appears  that  the  event  as 
organised  in  1956  will  not  be  repeated.  Each  Committee  intend 
to  run  its  own  affair  in  1957  but  other  factors  intervened. 

An  interesting  Scheme  by  one  Parish  Organisation  makes 
available  Night  Sitters  in  the  homes  of  ill  or  infirm  aged  where 
relatives  need  a  respite  from  constant  attendance.  The  Scheme 
involves  a  payment  of  7/6d.  per  night  from  relatives  and  the 
same  amount  from  the  Parish  Committee,  it  being  understood 
that  the  fee  from  the  relatives  will  be  waived  in  case  of 
necessity.  The  service  will  only  be  granted  on  Medical  Certifi¬ 
cate.  Surprisingly  enough  after  having  been  available  for  9 
months  the  Scheme  has  not  had  one  request  to  give  service. 
This  fact  is  put  on  record  in  no  condemnatory  spirit  but  merely 
to  draw  attention  to  it  in  wider  fields. 

Late  in  the  year  the  Executive  Committee  considered  a 
memorandum  from  the  Clerk  of  the  County  Council  offering  to 
finance  annuities  for  the  aged  living  on  Council  Housing  Estates 
and  in  reply  to  a  query  it  is  gratifying  to  know  the  County 
Council  is  investigating  the  possibility  of  giving  added  assistance 
to  such  Schemes  as  the  Chiropody  Service,  etc. 

Care  Of  Children  Neglected  Or  Ill-treated  In  Their  Own  Homes 

The  Co-ordinating  Committee  concerned  with  children 
neglected  or  ill-treated  in  their  own  homes  continues  to  meet 
at  two  monthly  intervals  and  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
the  Divisional  Medical  Officer  would  like  to  pay  tribute  to  those 
of  his  colleagues  who  make  a  point  of  attending  this  Committee 
to  share  their  knowledge  and  experience  of  individual  cases 
regularly. 
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0 

WETHERBY  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

ENGINEER,  SURVEYOR  AND  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH 

INSPECTOR 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1956 

Council  Offices, 

WETHERBY. 

June,  1957. 


To  the  Rural  District  Council  of  Wetherby: 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  for  your  information  and 
consideration  my  eleventh  Annual  Report  as  your  Engineer, 
Surveyor  and  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 

The  year  under  review  was  again  a  period  of  considerable 
activity  in  dealing  with  Unfit  Housing  and  in  work  associated 
with  the  completion  of  Sewage  Schemes  throughout  the  area, 
sewer  connections  and  conversion  of  earth  closets.  The  steady 
development  of  your  District  is  again  reflected  in  the  increase 
in  number  of  houses  and  this  has  inevitably  involved  additional 
work. 

The  work  which  has  been  carried  out  has  been  as  the  result 
of  effective  team  work  by  members  of  the  staff  of  my  Depart¬ 
ment  and  by  the  co-operation  and  assistance  of  the  Chairman 
and  Members  of  the  Council,  the  various  Officers  of  the  Council 
and  of  the  Public  Authorities  with  which  the  work  of  the 
Department  is  associated.  To  all  these  I  record  my  grateful 
thanks. 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  MARRIOTT, 

Chartered  Municipal  Engineer, 
M.Inst.Mun.E.,  A.M.T.P.I., 

M.Inst.P.C.,  M.R.S.H.,  F.A.P.H.I., 

ENGINEER  AND  SURVEYOR  AND 
CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  WETHERBT  RURAL  DISTRICT,  1956 
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I.  GENERAL 


a.  General  Statistics 

The  detailed  statistics  of  the  District  are  included  in  Table 
1,  a  summary  of  these  figures  is  given  below  and  indicates  the 
progress  during  the  year. 

These  figures  suggest  that  the  work  connected  with  the 
conversion  of  earth  closets,  improvement  of  water  supply  and 
drainage  is  proceeding  satisfactorily  but  it  must  be  pointed  out 
that  further  progress  will  he  slower  as  the  more  difficult 
properties  are  dealt  with. 


Water  from  public  main  . 

No.  of 
Houses 

6699 

Per  Cent, 
of  Total 

97.5 

Increase 

1956 

148 

Piped  water  supply  (including 

private  sources)  . 

6851 

99.7 

185 

Connected  to  public  sewers . 

6071 

89.0 

186 

Satisfactory  drainage  to  public 
sewers  or  private  sewage  dis- 

posal  schemes  . 

6694 

47.7 

177 

Water  closets  . 

6326 

92.5 

270 

Earth  closets  . 

455 

7.5 

112  dec. 

Baths  . 

5723 

83.5 

320 

Hot  water  supply  . 

5895 

85.0 

222 

b.  Legislation 

The  year  has  seen  additional  legislation  affecting  the  work 
of  the  Department,  notably  the  Slum  Clearance  (Compensation) 
Act,  1956,  the  Housing  Subsidies  Act,  1956,  the  Clean  Air  Act, 
1956,  and  the  Sanitary  Inspectors’  (Change  of  Designation) 
Act,  1956.  The  latter  Act  means  that  the  designation  of  a 
Sanitary  Inspector  has  now  come  to  an  end  and  a  new  title, 
which  is  considered  by  Parliament  to  more  adequately  reflect 
the  nature  of  the  duties  performed  by  former  Sanitary  Inspec¬ 
tors,  brought  into  being. 

To  many,  the  passing  of  the  designation  of  Sanitary 
Inspector  is  regretted  hut,  with  the  debasement  of  the  original 
meaning  of  the  word  Sanitary,  which  formerly  denoted  health, 
does  not  adequately  describe  the  work  which  these  Officers  are 
expected  to  perform. 

c.  Staff  and  Organisation 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  my  Deputy,  Mr.  W.  L. 
Barnsley,  secured  a  new  appointment  of  Surveyor  and  Public 
Health  Inspector  to  the  Shepton  Mallett  Urban  District  Council 
and  will  take  up  his  new  appointment  early  in  1957. 

Your  Council  considered  the  position  arising  from  Mr. 
Barnsley’s  resignation  and  decided  to  promote  Mr.  Arthur  Holt, 
Additional  Sanitary  Inspector,  to  the  post  formerly  occupied  by 
Mr.  Barnsley. 
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d.  Manual  Workers 

The  establishment  of  the  Department  is  37  workmen  and 
35  workmen  have  been  employed  by  the  Department. 

It  has  been  particularly  difficult  to  obtain  suitable  workmen 
to  fill  vacancies  and  during  the  summer  months  it  is  virtually 
impossible  to  obtain  casual  labour  to  relieve  workmen  on 
holiday. 

The  position  is  that  from  May  to  October,  the  equivalent  of 
three  workmen  are  on  holiday  each  week,  reducing  the  load  of 
force  at  a  time  when  there  is  more  work  to  be  carried  out  and 
also  to  cover  the  arrears  of  work  arising  from  Bank  Holidays 
at  Whitsuntide  and  August. 

The  records  of  sickness  for  the  year  ending  the  31st  March, 
1957,  show  that  523  man-days  were  lost  due  to  illness  and  104 
days  due  to  injury  at  work,  compared  with  643  man-days  in  the 
previous  year;  this  gives  an  average  of  16i  days  per  man 
employed.  22  men  had  no  absence  due  to  illness,  3  men  were 
away  for  more  than  30  days,  and  the  longest  total  period  of 
absence  was  149  days. 

All  illness  is  kept  under  review  by  your  Committee  and  I 
am  satisfied  that  there  has  been  no  deliberate  absence  under 
any  circumstances  by  any  of  the  workmen. 

The  increasing  average  age  of  the  men  employed,  however, 
brings  with  it  an  increase  in  the  incidence  of  illness. 


II.  TOWN  PLANNING  AND  BUILDING  CONTROL 
a.  General 

The  applications  for  Planning  and  Byelaw  approvals 
during  the  year  have  been  at  about  the  same  level  as  formerly, 
although  again  there  has  been  a  reduction  in  the  number  of 
applications  for  new  private  houses  and  the  increased  applica¬ 
tions  in  respect  of  alterations  and  additions.  The  availability 
of  sites  for  private  houses  throughout  the  district  is  somewhat 
limited  and  the  Department  is  receiving  increasing  enquiries 
for  private  housing  sites. 

One  of  the  major  difficulties  is  that  although  land  has  been 
allocated  for  housing  sites  in  certain  Parishes  and  planning 
approval  has  been  given  to  these  sites,  the  owners  of  the  sites 
are  not  either  prepared  or  able  to  incur  the  capital  expenditure 
of  the  provision  of  roads  and  other  services  to  enable  individual 
developers  to  purchase  single  plots,  and  in  consequence,  although 
on  paper,  an  adequate  provision  appears  to  have  been  made,  in 
practice,  sites  are  becoming  exceedingly  scarce. 
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b.  Control  of  Building  and  Development 


The  following  table  gives  details  of  applications  received 
and  dealt  with  : — 


Public  Health 


Construction 

Change 
of  use 

Advts. 

Act  and 
Byelaws 

Brought  forward  from 

1955  8 

1 

1 

6 

Received  1956  . 

.  ...  269 

15 

9 

438 

277 

16 

10 

444 

Approved . 

.  ...  153 

9 

_ 

375 

Conditionally  approved 

80 

4 

7 

3 

Temporary  Buildings  . . 

.  ...  15 

— 

— 

57 

Refused  . 

.  ...  19 

1 

2 

_ 

Withdrawn  . 

.  ...  1 

2 

1 

1 

268 

16 

10 

436 

Outstanding  31/12/56  .. 

.  ...  9 

— 

— 

8 

277 

16 

10 

444 

8  Enforcement  Notices  were  served  under  the  Town  and 
Country  Planning  Act,  1947,  and  six  enforcement  cases  were 
complied  with  during  the  year. 


The  Council  have  instituted  a  prosecution  in  one  case  in 
relation  to  the  unauthorised  use  of  land  for  car  breaking.  The 
Court  imposed  a  penalty  of  £5  Os.  Od.,  and  also  two  further 
prosecutions  were  authorised  but  had  not  been  taken  to  Court. 
There  is  a  trend  for  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
change  of  use  of  properties  without  obtaining  necessary 
planning  permission  and  a  good  deal  of  informal  work  is  carried 
out  in  securing  applications  in  cases  where  change  of  use  has 
taken  place,  enforcement  action  is  only  resorted  to  when 
informal  action  fails  and  many  cases  are  dealt  with  directly  in 
the  Office. 


There  were  also  seen  a  number  of  contraventions  of 
Building  Byelaws.  Again,  a  number  of  these  have  been  dealt 
with  without  enforcement  action  in  the  Department. 

One  of  the  principle  difficulties  in  connection  with  the 
administration  of  the  Byelaws  is  the  tendency  to  erect 
temporary  garages  without  giving  the  requisite  notice  and  also 
submission  of  details  to  the  Council.  In  many  of  these  cases, 
particularly  where  the  garages  are  of  timber  construction,  the 
Byelaw  requirements  relating  to  distance  from  buildings  and 
from  boundaries  of  property  create  serious  difficulty  for  the 
Owners  in  making  them  subsequently  comply  with  the  Byelaws. 
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<*.  Development  Flans 

The  year  has  seen  a  good  deal  of  work  in  connection  with 
the  Town  Map  for  Wetherby,  which  has  been  submitted  to  the 
Council  for  consideration  and  the  Town  Maps  for  the  larger 
village  centres  will  be  prepared  in  the  near  future. 

d.  Industrial  Area,  Wetherby 

The  Committee  have  decided  to  acquire  the  Air  Ministry 
\\  orks  Site  in  York  Road,  Wetherby,  in  order  to  provide 
immediate  accommodation  for  small  industrial  concerns  and 
proposals  for  the  development  of  this  site  were  being  prepared  at 
the  year  end.  The  Sandbeck  Lane  Site  has  been  the  subject  of 
much  discussion  by  your  Committee  and  tenders  are  to  be 
invited  for  part  of  the  road  site  works,  necessary  to  the  use  of 
the  site. 

e.  Town  Planning  Approvals 

During  the  year  there  have  been  six  appeals  against  the 
decision  of  the  Council  under  the  Town  and  Country  Planning 
Act,  1947. 

Of  these  cases,  the  decision  on  two  is  outstanding  at  the 
year  end  and  in  one  case  in  respect  of  a  sign  the  appeal  was 
allowed. 

In  three  remaining  cases  the  Minister  concurred  with  the 
decision  of  the  Council. 


III.  HOUSING 

a.  Housing  Progress 

Although  there  has  been  a  greater  number  of  Council  Houses 
completed  during  the  year,  there  is  a  substantially  less  number 
of  houses  under  construction  at  the  year  end  and  the  overall 
position  is  a  very  considerable  reduction  in  housing  progress. 

The  Housing  Subsidies  Act  has  taken  away  subsidies  in 
respect  of  the  general  provision  of  houses  other  than  aged 
persons  and  for  re-housing  of  tenants  of  condemned  property 
and  it  appears  that  the  future  programme  of  the  Council  will 
be  inevitably  confined  to  dealing  with  these  two  classes  of 
house,  the  demand  for  which  is  comparatively  limited. 

It  is,  however,  obvious,  that  apart  from  one  or  two  of  the 
larger  townships,  the  general  housing  needs  of  the  district  have 
been  substantially  met  by  the  work  of  the  Council  since  the  war 
and  the  overall  position  could  not  be  regarded  as  being 
unsatisfactory. 

The  burden  of  housing  costs  continues  to  be  very  consider¬ 
able  and  the  rate  contribution  for  housing  in  the  year  ending 
the  31st  March,  1957,  involved  the  levying  of  a  rate  of  7.95 
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pence.  The  capital  assets  of  the  Council  at  the  year  end  were 
£1,920,526  in  respect  of  1,635  houses  (of  which  41  have  been 
sold  to  tenants). 

Analysis  of  private  houses  completed  either  by  new  building 
or  conversion  of  other  properties  was  107  houses,  compared 
with  112  in  the  previous  year,  and  houses  under  construction  at 
the  year  end  were  51  compared  with  67  previously. 

3,853  houses  or  nearly  56  per  cent,  have  been  erected  in 
the  District  since  1918.  The  accompanying  table  shows  the 
progress  made  in  the  provision  of  houses  since  1945. 


End 

End 

End 

1954 

1955 

1956 

Private 

• 

New  Houses — Traditional . 

260 

348 

442 

do.  — Prefabricated 

2 

2 

2 

Conversions  . 

161 

185 

198 

423 

535 

642 

Council 

New  Houses — Traditional . 

486 

568 

664 

do.  — Prefabricated 

246 

246 

246 

Conversions  . 

59 

59 

59 

791 

873 

969 

Total 

1214 

1408 

1611 

Demolished  or  Closed . 

123 

147 

195 

1091 

1261 

1416 

Under  construction  at  year  end  : — 

Private,  all  types . 

75 

67 

55 

Council,  all  types . 

121 

105 

36 

196 

172 

91 

Statistics  of  housing  work  for  the  year  ending  the  31st 
December,  1956,  is  given  in  Table  5. 
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*  54  Reconditioned,  7  Converted. 


h.  Existing  Houses 


In  this  connection  the  Housing  Survey  Classification  Table 
will  be  discontinued. 

Very  considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  dealing  with 
the  Slum  Clearance  Programme  of  your  Council.  Your  Council 
continued  the  detailed  inspection  by  a  Sub-Committee  of  houses 
submitted  for  consideration  in  this  programme  and  confirmed 
substantially  the  report  of  your  Officers  in  this  connection. 

The  present  position  regarding  the  400  houses  which  were 
finally  accepted  for  action  is  as  shown  below : — 


SLUM  CLEARANCE  SCHEME 

Undertakings  to  cease  use  as  dwelling 

Undertakings  to  recondition . 

Demolition  Orders  made  . 

Consideration  deferred  for  a  stated  period 

Section  9  notices  issued . 

Outstanding  . 


90 

91 
166 


23 

7 

34 


Total  411 


Houses  closed .  . 

Houses  reconditioned  .  ... 

Houses  demolished . 

Vacant  and  awaiting  demolition . 

Houses  in  respect  of  improvement  schemes  not  carried  out 

Total 


35 

16 

42 

24 

26 


143 


Families  re-housed  by  the  Council  .  41 

The  classification  of  houses  at  the  31st  December,  1956, 
was : — 


Satisfactory  . 

2040 

Minor  Defects . 

1046 

Major  Defects . 

318 

Derelict  . 

— 

Crown  Property 

232 

Council  Houses 

1634 

Miscellaneous  . 

121 

6881 

35 


It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  that  nearly  a  quarter 
of  the  houses  in  your  Slum  Clearance  Programme  have  already 
been  dealt  with.  The  salvaging  of  untit  houses  has  resulted  in 
schemes  for  reconditioning  of  these  houses  being  submitted  and 
approved  in  42  cases  and  of  these  improvement  grant  schemes 
submitted  and  approved  have  totalled  26,  16  of  which  have 
already  been  reconditioned. 

The  rehabilitation  of  the  houses  concerned  has  been  of  a 
very  high  standard  and  it  is  hoped  that  further  houses  will  be 
dealt  with  in  this  way.  During  the  year  it  has  been  possible 
to  recondition  a  total  of  96  houses,  54  with  the  aid  of 
improvement  grants  and  42  by  informal  action.  In  addition, 
seven  houses  have  been  converted  into  additional  units  of 
accommodation. 

At  the  year  end  work  was  in  progress  in  respect  of  55 
houses,  27  improvement  grant  schemes,  1  conversion  scheme,  19 
informal  reconditioning  schemes  and  8  repair  schemes  under 
Housing  Act  Notices.  On  the  repair  of  houses  there  has  been 
an  acceleration  of  action  and  repair  notices  issued  under  Section 
9  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  have  resulted  in  16  houses  being 
restored  to  a  proper  standard  of  fitness,  whilst  30  notices  are 
outstanding  at  the  year  end  of  which  work  was  in  progress  in 
eight  cases.  Informal  action  for  the  substantial  repair  of  houses 
has  resulted  in  28  houses  being  fully  repaired,  19  cases  works 
in  hand  at  the  year  end  and  there  were  190  requests  for 
extensive  repair  outstanding  at  the  year  end.  All  this  work 
was  in  addition  to  the  normal  action  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Public  Health  Act  which  resulted  in  309  houses  having 
defects  remedied  during  the  year. 

The  pressure  which  has  been  applied  in  respect  of  the 
financial  difficulty  of  Owners  of  private  houses  to  carry  out 
repairs  has  resulted  in  Parliament’s  intention  to  deal  effectively 
with  this  problem  and  a  new  Housing  Rents  Bill  was  before 
Parliament  at  the  year  end,  which  if  passed  into  Law  should 
do  much  to  enable  the  maintenance  of  property  to  be  more 
readily  effected. 

c.  Improvement  Grants 

The  work  under  this  heading  has  continued  to  be  heavy  and 
the  position  at  the  year  end  was  as  follows : — 

A  total  of  183  applications  have  been  received  in  respect  of 
improvement  of  houses.  Six  applications  were  either  withdrawn 
or  refused,  leaving  a  balance  of  1<7  houses  in  respect  of  which 
gi  ants  were  actually  made.  These  grants  were  in  respect  of 
20  Conversions  and  157  Improvement  Schemes.  Of  this  number 
92  applications  were  received  during  the  year  under  review.  Of 
the  total  grants  allocated,  102  schemes  have  been  completed 
and  28  schemes  are  in  hand  at  the  year  end. 
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The  average  grant  allocated  was  £315  Os.  Od.,  the  average 
cost  of  repair  works  being  £177  Os.  Od.  and  Improvement  Works 
£630  Os.  Od.,  making  an  average  total  of  £807  Os.  Od.  per  house. 
The  total  expenditure  involved  in  the  applications  amounts  to 
£142,968  Os.  Od.,  of  which  sum  £30,836  Os.  Od.  relates  to  works 
of  repair  and  works  not  eligible  for  grant,  and  the  total  grant 
promised  is  £49,851  Os.  Od.  The  houses  covered  by  improvement 
schemes  now  represent  24%  of  the  houses  in  your  area  and 
nearly  6%  of  the  houses  erected  prior  to  1918. 


IV.  DRAINAGE,  SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


a.  Drainage  and  Sanitary  Conveniences 

Work  under  this  heading  has  been  exceedingly  onerous  as 
the  following  table  will  show  : — 


Connections  of  existing  properties  to  the  sewer  ... 

Connections  of  new  houses  to  the  sewer . 

Provision  of  septic  tanks  (existing  houses)  . 

Provision  of  septic  tanks  (new  houses) . 

Renewal  of  defective  septic  tanks  . 

Houses  in  respect  of  which  action  is  being  taken 

improvement  of  drainage  (informally)  . 

Houses  in  respect  of  which  action  is  being  taken 
improvement  of  drainage  (Statutory  Notice)  ... 


for 

for 


39 
189 

11 

14 

9 

40 
3 


The  Council’s  Unfit  Housing  Scheme  will  result  in  the 
elimination  of  58  cases  of  unsatisfactory  drainage,  either  by 
the  closure  and  demolition  of  the  property  or  the  provision,  as 
part  of  a  reconditioning  scheme,  of  satisfactory  drainage. 

During  the  year  16  unsatisfactory  drainage  installations 
were  eliminated  under  the  Slum  Clearance  Scheme.  89%  of 
properties  in  your  District  are  now  connected  to  public  sewers 
and  a  further  8.7%  are  drained  to  approved  septic  tanks  or 
private  sewage  works,  and  in  all  97.7%  of  properties  have  a 
satisfactory  water  carriage  system.  The  remaining  2\%  of 
houses  draining  to  ditches,  streams  and  land  will  be  the  subject 
of  increasing  attention  in  the  future,  but  work  in  this  connection 
must,  of  necessity,  be  comparatively  slow,  as  each  case  must  be 
considered  individually  on  its  merits. 


b.  Sanitary  Conveniences 

The  Council’s  scheme  for  the  conversion  of  all  earth  closets 
to  water  closets  which  can  be  effected  as  a  result  of  Statutory 
action,  has  progressed,  and  during  the  year  112  earth  closets 
have  been  converted  to  water  closets,  81  as  a  result  of  Statutory 
Notices. 

At  the  year  end  work  was  in  progress  on  the  conversion  of 
a  further  40  earth  closets.  During  the  year  54  new  Statutory 


Notices  were  issued.  At  the  year  end  (there  were  231  earth 
closets  serving  property  which  was  not  connected  to  the  public 
sewers  and  224  earth  closets  which  were  capable  of  conversion 
under  Statutory  action,  making  a  total  of  455.  Of  these  earth 
closets  Statutory  Notices  are  outstanding  in  91  cases  and 
informal  notices  in  a  further  37  cases.  There  remain  116  earth 
closets  in  connection  with  unfit  houses  making  a  total  of  244 
earth  closets  which  should  be  eliminated  in  the  very  near  future. 

The  total  grants  paid  by  the  Council  during  the  year  amount 
to  £886  3s.  4d.  in  respect  of  49  conversions  and  the  average  cost 
was  £18  Is.  9d.  per  convenience. 

c.  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal — Existing 

All  the  post-war  sewage  disposal  works  are  operating 
satisfactorily  although  a  number  of  operational  problems 
continue  to  exist. 

The  Royal  Ordnance  Factory  Sewage  Works  at  Thorp  Arch 
were  taken  over  by  the  Council  for  direct  management  and  use 
at  the  commencement  of  1956,  and  a  number  of  serious  problems 
have  arisen,  due  to  neglect  and  unsatisfactory  operation  of 
these  works.  The  principal  difficulties  have  arisen  by  chokage 
of  the  biological  filters,  the  defective  and  inefficient  operation 
of  the  mechanical  screens  and  the  inadequacy  of  sludge  drying 
beds.  These  problems  have  been  satisfactorily  overcome  but  at 
this  works  there  is  a  good  deal  of  deferred  maintenance  work 
and  improvements  which  will  require  time  and  thought  to  deal 
with  in  the  near  future. 

The  public  sewers  throughout  the  district  have  had  their 
customary  attention  and  apart  from  minor  defects  and  blockages 
no  serious  difficulties  have  arisen.  There  have  been  85  sewer- 
blockages  and  12  defective  sewers  to  deal  with  during  the  year. 

d.  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal — Post-war  Schemes 

The  Weeton-Rigton  section  of  the  Western  Area  Scheme 
was  completed  and  came  into  operation  during  the  year.  There 
is  still  some  outstanding  work  to  complete  in  connection  with 
the  Thorp  Arch  Scheme,  notably  the  completion  of  the  former 
connection  and  the  Low  Level  sewer  at  Boston  Spa. 

With  the  Western  Area  Kearby  section  the  works  at  Kirkby 
Overblow  were  approaching  completion  at  the  year  end.  The 
sewer  extension  at  Kearby  to  serve  the  Chapel  Hill-Clapgate 
Inn  area  has  been  completed. 

Considerable  time  has  been  spent  in  connection  with  the 
drainage  of  the  Wigton  Moor  Estate  at  Alwoodley  Gates.  This 
area  in  which  100  acres  of  land  have  been  approved  for  develop¬ 
ment,  is  drained  by  agreements  into  the  sewers  of  Leeds 
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Corporation.  Because  of  surcharge  of  those  sewers  Leeds 
( Corporation  cannot,  for  some  years,  deal  with  any  increase 
sewage  from  this  area  and  a  scheme  has  been  formulated 
whereby  this  area,  together  with  properties  en  route,  including 
Wike  village,  could  be  drained  into  the  Council’s  sewer  at 
Bardsey.  The  survey  and  detailed  preparation  of  the  scheme 
was  completed  for  a  9in.  diameter  sewer  to  deal  only  with  foul 
drainage  from  the  area.  Leeds  Corporation,  however,  objected 
to  this  scheme  and  have  requested  the  provision  of  a  combined 
sewer,  clear  of  the  gathering  grounds  of  Eccup  Reservoir.  Work 
on  the  revision  of  the  scheme  in  this  connection  was  in  hand  at 
the  year  end. 

e.  Financial  Statement — Year  ending  31st  March,  1956 

The  total  cost  of  the  service  was  £22,090,  the  income  was 
£8,906.  The  rate  levied  for  the  provision  of  sewerage  and 
sewage  disposal  facilities  is  21.27  pence.  Loan  charges  amount 
to  £13,481.  The  capital  assets  of  the  Council  at  cost  in  respect 
of  sewerage  amount  to  £342,044. 
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**Bulk  Supply  for  Parish  of  Healaugh  **Tadcaster  R.D.C.  .  7  28  3  7  28  3  182 

t tDirect  Supply  for  Parish  of  Barwick  ffTadcaster  R.D.C.  .  6  24  2  5  24  2 

fRoyal  Ordnance  Factory  Supply  in  detail  by  the  Ministry  of  Supply  -  - 

fNaval  Training  Stations  supply  in  detail  by  the  Ministry  of  Supply  5775  19130  824  6714  21256  845 


V.  WATER  SUPPLY 


a.  Private  Supplies 

It  has  again  been  possible  to  examine  all  private  water 
supplies  during  the  year  and  for  this  purpose  192  samples  of 
water  have  been  submitted  for  bacteriological  analysis  of  which 
72  were  not  of  a  satisfactory  standard. 

It  has  been  possible  to  again  effect  improvement  on  private 
water  supplies  and  11  houses  have  been  connected  to  public 
supplies  during  the  year  and  the  supply  to  a  further  40  houses 
improved.  11  houses  supplied  with  water  from  private  wells 
and  boreholes  have  been  demolished  during  the  year.  At  the 
year  end  182  houses  were  supplied  with  water  from  private 
wells  and  boreholes  and  of  this  number  only  30  are  without  a 
piped  water  supply.  These  houses  are  supplied  from  112  wells 
and  boreholes.  Action  in  respect  of  23  of  these  houses  has  been 
commenced,  11  by  Statutory  action  and  9  by  action  in  respect  of 
unfit  houses. 

b.  Public  Supplies — General 

The  following  tables  give  full  details  of  the  Public  Supplies 
of  the  district.  The  routine  analysis  of  all  Public  Supplies  at 
14-day  intervals  has  continued  and  195  samples  have  been 
collected  for  bacteriological  analysis  and  7  for  chemical  and 
mineralogical  analysis.  Of  this  number  10  of  the  bacteriological 
samples  were  unsatisfactory. 

The  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government,  later  in 
the  year,  requested  the  Council  to  supply  details  of  the  flourine 
content  of  water  supplied  by  the  Council.  At  the  moment,  the 
floridation  of  domestic  water  supplies  as  a  means  of  controlling 
dental  caries  is  being  investigated  by  the  Minister.  The  analysis 
of  the  various  waters  was  obtained  and  the  following  table  gives 
the  results : — 


Supply 

Hardness 

Temporary 

p.p.m. 

Permanent 

Iron  Content 

p.p.m. 

Flouride 

p.p.m. 

Bardsey  . 

180 

50 

0.7 

0.02 

Stockeld  . 

170 

Nil 

0.4 

0.03 

R.O.F . 

310 

40 

0.3 

0.02 

Bramham . 

285 

80 

0.7 

0.01 

Leeds  High  Level 

20 

30 

0.7 

0.03 

Bast  Keswick  ... 

95 

Nil 

0.3 

0.02 

Long  Marston  ... 

285 

25 

0.3 

0.05 

In  respect  of  the  medical  investigations  now  in  progress 
regarding  floride  in  water,  it  has  been  known  for  a  considerable 
period  that  there  is  some  connection  between  floride  and  the 
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diet  and  liability  to  dental  caries.  It  is  known  that  in  Britain 
as  a  whole  the  content  of  floride  in  natural  waters  rose  up  to 
about  6  par-.s  per  p.p.m.  but  few  supplies  contain  more  than 
1  p.p.m.  It  has  been  shown  that  dental  caries  was  45%  less  in 
children  aged  12  years  in  South  Shields,  where  the  floride 
content  of  water  was  estimated  to  be  1.4  p.p.m.,  than  in  North 
Shields,  where  the  amount  was  only  0.25  p.p.m. 


c.  Public  Supplies — Wetherby  R.D.C. 

Steady  development  of  the  supply  undertaking  has 
continued  throughout  the  year,  principally  in  respect  of  waste 
detection  and  the  continuance  of  the  policy  of  interlinkage  of 
mains  and  elimination  of  inadequate  mains. 

d.  Water  Production  and  Consumption 

The  Council  now  supply  approximately  18,500  people  with 
water  and  all  the  Parishes  in  the  Rural  District,  with  the 
exception  of  Kirkby  Overblow,  Weeton  and  Harewood  which 
are  in  the  statutory  area  of  adjoining  Borough  Councils. 

e.  Total  Consumption 

The  total  consumption  for  the  year  is  about  the  same  as 
that  for  the  preceding  year  and,  in  fact,  has  shown  only  a 
minor  increase  since  the  Council  acquired  the  undertaking  of  the 
Wetherby  District  Water  Company  in  1950,  despite  the  fact  that 
during  the  same  period  over  900  additional  houses  and  250 
meters  have  been  supplied.  The  proportion  of  consumption  as 
between  domestic  supplies  and  metered  supplies  has  varied 
during  the  year.  A  reduction  in  water  supplied  by  meter  would 
appear  to  be  due  to  the  wet  summer  which  was  experienced 
during  1956  and  the  consequential  reduction  in  demand  for 
agricultural  purposes.  The  yield  of  the  various  boreholes  was 
maintained  very  satisfactorily  and  stayed  at  an  average  rate  of 
6,190  gallons  per  hour,  the  only  declining  yield  being  at  East 
Keswick.  Because  of  certain  difficulties  the  output  has  been 
deliberately  restricted.  As  mentioned  in  my  previous  Report  in 
view  of  the  development  of  [he  District  and  the  long  term  trends, 
the  provision  of  additional  sources  of  water  should  receive  the 
earnest  consideration  of  the  Water  Authority.  Your  Council 
did  give  very  careful  consideration  to  this  and  an  application 
was  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 
for  permission  to  sink  a  new  borehole  at  Linton. 

The  Ministry  decided  that  this  matter  should  be  deferred 
but  your  Council  decided  to  investigate  the  cost  of  sinking  a 
pilot  borehole  in  order  to  ascertain  the  possible  yield  from  a 
borehole  in  the  position  selected. 
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Tenders  were  invited  but  their  reception  coincided  with  the 
issue  of  the  Ministry’s  intentions  regarding  re-grouping  of  water 
undertakings  and  for  the  time  being  your  Council  have  deferred 
further  consideration  of  the  matter. 

The  reserves  of  the  Council  in  respect  of  water  are 
satisfactory  to  meet  normal  usage  but  abnormal  usage  such  as 
occurs  during  drought  periods  in  a  district  of  this  kind, 
particularly  by  garden  watering,  requires  augmentation  of  your 
existing  supplies.  In  this  connection  the  agreements  with  the 
Royal  Ordnance  Factory  for  augmentation  supplies  are  of 
considerable  value. 

f.  Rainfall 

The  rainfall  during  the  year  amounted  to  29.38  inches 
which  compares  with  the  35-year  average  for  your  District  of 
30.39  inches.  The  monthly  distribution  of  this  rainfall  was 
patchy  and  was  again  characterised  by  a  very  dry  winter  and 
spring,  a  period  when  replenishment  of  the  underground  supplies 
is  necessary. 

I  am  again  indebted  to  the  University  of  Leeds  for  so  kindly 
supplying  the  details  of  the  rainfall  statistics  recorded  at  their 
weather  station  at  Bramham. 

g.  Development  of  Water  Undertaking 

Major  developments  during  the  year  have  been  small,  the 
principle  work  being  the  construction  of  the  Kirk  Deighton/ 
Spofforth  Interlinkage  Main  and  the  completion  of  the  work  of 
the  installation  of  hydrants  and  valves. 

lit  has  not  been  possible  to  improve  the  supply  position  at 
North  Rigton,  although  your  Council  purchased  a  Mobile  Pump 
in  order  to  assist  in  maintaining  supplies  when  difficulties  arise. 
In  connection  with  water  mains  on  Private  and  Council  Housing 
Estates,  approximately  one  mile  of  Sin.  wafer  main  has  been 
laid  during  the  year. 

h.  Defective  Fittings 

The  following  defects  occurred  and  have  been  remedied 
during  the  year  : — 

Fractured  Water  Mains .  16 

Defective  communication  pipes  (renewed)  76 

Defective  service  pipes .  165 

Other  defective  fittings .  199 

886  taps  have  been  re-washered  at  484  premises. 
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i.  Connections 

There  have  been  199  new  connections  compared  with  228 
the  previous  year  and  in  addition,  there  have  been  20 
re-connections  involving  the  metering  of  supply.  145  W.C.’s, 
109  baths,  and  119  hot  water  installations  have  been  provided 
to  existing  houses  during  the  year. 

j.  Complaints 

There  is  a  total  of  87  complaints  received  during  the  year 
compared  with  29  for  the  previous  year.  Of  this  number,  9 
related  to  failure  of  supply,  20  in  respect  of  dirty  water,  2  in 
respect  of  inadequate  pressure,  and  6  miscellaneous  complaints. 

k.  Re-grouping  of  Water  Undertakings 

On  the  26th  September,  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  issued  his  Circular  No.  52/56,  relating  to 
Re-grouping  of  Water  Undertakings,  urging  Local  Authorities 
to  consider  comprehensive  re-grouping  in  order  to  reduce  the 
number  of  statutory  water  undertakers  in  the  Country.  The 
purpose  of  ‘this  is  stated  to  be  to  promote  the  most  effective  use 
of  the  water  resources  of  the  country  and  to  provide  a  reliable 
service,  supplying  at  an  economic  cost  the  quantity  and  quality 
of  water  that  consumers  need. 

It  would  appear  that  size  must  necessarily  be  synonymous 
with  efficiency  and  to  make  progress  undertakings  must  get 
bigger  and  bigger.  The  steady  work  and  development  of  your 
water  undertaking  in  improving  the  supply  to  the  consumers  in 
the  Rural  District  will  probably  ensure  at  least  a  reasonable 
supply  for  the  District  during  succeeding  years  after  any 
re-grouping  which  affects  your  District  comes  into  effect,  as 
whatever  the  re-grouping  which  will  eventually  occur  some 
considerable  time  must  elapse  before  any  major  alteration  of 
supply  in  your  District  is  possible.  Your  Council  gave  very 
serious  consideration  to  this  Circular  and  towards  the  year  end 
meetings  had  taken  place  at  Leeds  with  the  various  water 
undertakers  included  in  the  proposed  Leeds  group  suggested  in 
the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government’s  Survey  of 
Water  Supplies  in  the  West  Riding,  and  also  at  Harrogate  with 
the  undertakers  concerned  with  the  formation  of  a  Claro  group. 
No  formal  decisions  have  been  taken  in  either  case  and  further 
meetings  will  be  held  during  the  coming  year.  It  is  apparently 
inevitable  that  the  direct  management  of  your  water  undertaking 
will  in  the  near  future  be  transferred  to  some  other  Water 
Board  or  Water  Undertaking.  Whatever  the  set-up  of  the 
future  organisation  of  water  supplies  in  your  District,  it  would 
appear  essential  that  the  Council  should  secure  a  direct  voice 
by  representation  on  any  Undertaking  which  is  concerned  with 
supplies  in  your  own  District. 
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I.  Financial  Details 

Expenditure  was  £33,114,  and  income  £30,195,  leaving  a 
deficit  on  revenue  account  for  which  a  rate  of  4.28  pence  was 
levied. 

Loan  charges  for  4he  year  were  £8,576.  The  capital  assets 
for  water  supply  of  your  Council  now  stand  at  £159,260.  The 
gross  cost  of  water  supplied  per  thousand  gallons  was  2/10d., 
and  the  average  cost  of  production  of  water  at  the  Pumping 
Station  remained  a lid.  per  thousand  gallons. 

in.  Public  Supplies — Leeds  Corporation  and  Lascelles  Estate 

The  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  has  given 
his  decision  on  the  application  of  both  Leeds  Corporation  and 
your  Council  to  supply  the  Parish  of  Harewood  and  has  decided 
in  favour  of  Leeds  Corporation. 

Work  on  the  water  scheme  had  commenced  at  the  year  end. 
In  connection  with  this  scheme  the  transfer  of  your  Undertaking 
at  Wike  to  Leeds  Corporation  is  likely  to  take  place  in  1957. 

VI.  PUBLIC  CLEANSING,  TRANSPORT  AND  SALVAGE 
a.  Development  of  Service 

The  service  was  maintained  again  throughout  the  year 
with  a  collection  period  of  14  days,  and  no  major  problems 
arose  save  that  of  shortage  of  labour,  particularly  during  the 
holiday  period. 

Your  Council  decided  during  the  year  to  order  a  further 
large  capacity  refuse  collection  vehicle  to  replace  the  12  cubic 
yard  side-loader,  as  part  of  the  improvement  of  the  collection 
service,  and  to  enable  the  present  collection  period  to  be 
maintained.  The  continued  increase  in  the  number  of  houses 
in  the  district  (this  year  a  further  200  approximately), 
involving  the  work  of  one  workman  for  two  days  collection 
period,  is  creating  difficulties  in  certain  areas  in  maintaining 
a  regular  collection.  Coupled  with  this  is  the  tendency  for 
more  and  more  refuse  to  be  produced,  most  of  which  could  be 
disposed  of  readily  and  easily  by  the  householder.  The 
quantity  of  paper  and  consumable  material  which  finds  its  way 
into  the  dustbin  and  on  to  the  tips  is  increasing  at  an 
astonishing  rate  and  creates  considerable  problems  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  service. 

When  the  new  refuse  collection  vehicle  is  delivered  an 
opportunity  will  be  taken  to  examine  the  various  collection 
areas  and  make  such  necessary  adjustments  as  will  enable  a 
more  balanced  distribution  of  work  in  the  collection  districts. 
The  progress  in  the  elimination  of  earth  closets  is  an  important 
factor  in  determining  the  need  for  such  a  re-allocation  of  areas. 
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b.  Transport 

The  fleet  of  vehicles  has  been  again  maintained  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Transport  and  Depot  Sub-committee.  No 
new  transport  has  been  purchased  during  the  year  but  in 
mobile  plant,  a  concrete  mixer  and  a  mobile  water  pump  have 
been  acquired. 

c.  Refuse  Disposal 

The  position  and  problems  reported  in  my  previous  Report 
still  apply,  although  the  normal  summer  problems  were  not  as 
acute  in  1956  as  in  previous  years  owing  to  the  incidence  of  a 
wet  summer. 

The  bulky  nature  of  the  refuse  to  which  I  have  already 
referred  is  creating  additional  difficulties,  particularly  with 
the  distribution  of  paper  by  high  winds  from  the  tipping  face 
during  tipping  operations.  Experiments  to  overcome  this  are 
in  hand  and  the  instructions  of  the  Public  Health  Committee 
will  be  requested  in  due  course. 

In  connection  with  the  Town  Map  of  Wetherby,  as  part  of 
the  development  plans  under  the  Town  and  Country  Planning 
Act,  1947,  an  opportunity  was  taken  to  earmark  certain  low- 
lying  land  adjoining  the  river  as  a  possible  refuse  disposal  site, 
primarily  with  the  object  of  reclaiming  the  land.  There  is  no 
immediate  intention  of  acquiring  this,  although  the  problem  of 
refuse  disposal  for  the  township  of  Wetherby  will  become  acute 
when  the  Spolforth  Housing  Site  Tip  is  further  advanced. 

d.  Collection 

The  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government’s  costing 
returns  for  public  cleansing  for  the  year  1955/56  give  an 
average  weight  of  15.5  cwts.  of  refuse  collected  per  thousand 
population  per  day,  and  on  this  basis  approximately  6,400  tons 
of  refuse  was  removed  by  your  Council  from  9,000  premises. 
This  represents  a  daily  haul  of  refuse  of  17|  tons.  Although 
the  weight  of  refuse  is  largely  the  same  as  for  the  previous 
year  the  bulk  has  increased  and  consequently  additional  work 
is  falling  on  the  refuse  collectors  in  handling  this  material. 

e.  Financial  and  General  Statement 

The  total  cost  of  the  services  for  the  year,  including 
provision  of  dustbins,  litter  baskets  and  cesspit  emptying  is 
£15,167,  of  which  sum  £9,609  was  the  cost  of  labour  and  £3,453 
the  cost  of  vehicles.  Refuse  disposal  cost  £2,105. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


^Mileage  of  Motor  Vehicles  .  48479 


^Petrol  used,  in  gallons  .  6928 

#Premises  visited .  230000 

Bins  emptied  .  306448 

Middens  cleansed  .  1817 

Pail  closets  emptied  .  4920 

Cesspools  and  septic  tanks  emptied  ...  739 

Loads  removed  to  Tip .  2962 

Loads  from  cesspools .  1449 


*  These  figures  include  collection  of  salvage. 

Comparison  of  your  Council’s  costs  with  those  of  the 
National  Costing  Returns  are  given  below : — 

Large  Urban  Areas 

(under  30,000  population)  Wetherby  R.D. 

1937/38  1955/56 

Cost  Per  Cost  Per  Cost  Per 


Ton 

1000 

1000 

Ton 

1000 

1000 

Ton 

1000 

1000 

Pop. 

Premises 

Pop. 

Premises 

Pop. 

Premises 

Collection 

14/6 

£129 

£497  .. 

..  40/1 

£461 

£1467  ... 

40/- 

£550 

£1440 

Disposal 

6/1 

£39 

£159  .. 

..  5/3 

£46 

£167  ... 

6/- 

£100 

£136 

TOTAL 

20/7 

£168 

£656 

..  48/4 

£499 

£1609  ... 

46/- 

£650 

£1576 

f.  Salvage 

Financial  details  in  respect  of  this  service  are  as  follows : — 

Sales  of  Salvage .  £1,136 

Expenditure,  including  salvage  bonus  ...  £1,415 

Deficiency  .  £279 

The  total  weight  of  material  returned  to  industry  was 
108£  tons.  The  reduction  in  sales  of  salvage  has  been 
occasioned  by  restrictions  on  the  output  of  waste  paper  to  the 
Waste  Paper  Mills.  Owing  to  increased  collections  throughout 
the  country  and  limited  capacity  of  paper  making  plant,  all 
the  waste  paper  manufacturers  had  stored  waste  paper  to 
capacity.  The  firm  with  whom  the  Council  have  contracts  are, 
however,  constructing  a  large  new  paper-making  plant  which, 
on  completion,  will  be  able  to  take  at  least  the  present  output 
of  waste  paper  from  Local  Authorities.  Until  such  time  as 
this  plant  comes  into  operation  the  Council  have  given  a  quota 
of  10  tons  of  waste  paper  per  month,  and  this  cannot  be 
exceeded.  It  is  hoped  that  this  new  plant  will  be  in  operation 
towards  the  middle  of  the  ensuing  year. 

g.  Dustbin  Provision  Scheme 

394  dustbins  were  issued  under  the  Dustbin  Provision 
Scheme  and  36  dustbins  have  been  sold. 

The  overall  cost  of  this  service  amounted  to  £825  0s.  Od. 
for  the  year  under  review. 
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VII.  ABATEMENT  OF  NUISANCES 


The  work  under  this  heading  has  continued  largely  on  an 
informal  basis,  and  the  table  at  the  end  of  the  Report  gives 
details  of  the  main  work  under  this  heading. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  work  under  Statutory 
Notice  during  the  year. 

Statutory  Notices 

Out-  Out¬ 


standing  Issued  Abated  standing 


Statute 

31-12-55 

1956 

1956 

31-12-56 

Public  Health  Act,  1936 

Sect.  39. 

Drainage  . 

...  4 

12 

10 

6 

„  44. 

Provision  of  W.C.  ... 

...  6 

7 

6 

7 

„  45. 

Defective  W.C. 

. . .  — 

3 

3 

— 

„  47. 

W.C.  Conversion 

...  131 

41 

81 

91 

„  65. 

Building  Byelaws  ... 

...  1 

1 

1 

■ — 

„  89. 

W.C.  Provisions — Inns 

1 

1 

2 

— 

,,  93. 

Nuisances  . 

...  1 

2 

2 

1 

„  138. 

Water  Supply . 

...  1 

1 

1 

1 

Housing 

Act,  1936 

Sect.  9. 

(Repair  Notices) 

...  1 

39 

16 

24 

„  ii. 

(Demolition  Orders) 

...  11 

129 

13 

125 

156 

234 

135 

235 

VIII.  SUPERVISION  OF  WORKPLACES 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  achieved  under 
this  heading : — 

a.  Factories  Act,  1937 

Defects 


Type  of  Factory 

Registered 

Inspections 

Found 

Remedied 

Factories  with  power  ... 

112 

172 

7 

5 

Factories  without  power 

66 

110 

2 

2 

Other  Premises . 

40 

220 

3 

3 

218 

502 

12 

10 

The  defects  which  have  been  dealt  with  are:  unsatisfactory 
sanitary  conveniences  (2),  insufficient  sanitary  conveniences 
(8),  provision  of  fire  escapes  (1),  and  want  of  cleanliness  (1). 
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b.  Shops  Act,  1950 

During  the  year  9  premises  were  found  to  be  unsatisfac¬ 
tory  under  the  provisions  of  the  above-named  Act,  and  7 
defects  were  remedied,  leaving  two  outstanding  at  the  year 
end. 

c.  Agricultural  Premises 

During  the  year  the  Agricultural  Welfare  Act  came  into 
operation,  in  which  the  Council  have  the  responsibility  of 
dealing  with  sanitary  conveniences  on  farms.  Some  slight 
action  has  been  taken  under  this  Act,  but  the  main  emphasis  at 
the  moment  is  on  the  elimination  of  earth  closets  to  domestic 
property,  after  which  this  matter  will  have  attention. 

IX.  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD— GENERAL 

It  has  not  been  possible  during  the  year  to  give  as  much 
attention  to  this  matter  as  had  been  hoped,  although  a 
preliminary  survey  of  conditions  was  completed  and  certain 
action  taken.  All  the  Food  Traders  in  the  district  have  been 
circulated  regarding  the  implications  of  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations,  and  so  also  have  other  food  handlers  and  owners 
of  premises  at  which  food  is  dispensed  who  are  affected  by  the 
Regulations.  Structural  and  other  defects  in  fond  premises 
were  found  in  15  cases  and  only  one  case  was  outstanding  at 
the  year  end.  The  matters  that  were  dealt  with  were  mainly 
concerned  with  structural  conditions  where  contamination  of 
food  could  readily  arise.  The  provision  of  satisfactory 
washing  facilities  in  these  establishments  was  proceeding 
informally  and  will  be  accelerated  during  1957. 

The  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955,  are  of  considerable 
assistance  in  securing  proper  conditions  in  the  food  trade.  The 
application  of  these  Regulations,  however,  to  the  small  family 
business  consisting  of  house  and  shop,  such  as  is  common  in 
your  rural  villages  is  not  easy  and  the  implementation  of  the 
Regulations  in  these  cases  may  require  detailed  consideration 
in  due  course  by  your  Committee. 


Classification  of  Food  Establishments  in  the  area 


Grocers  . 

38 

Greengrocers  . 

...  14 

Bakehouses  . 

8 

Slaughterhouses 

...  10 

General  Stores  . 

29 

Hotels  and  Inns 

...  53 

Butchers  . 

18 

Dairies  . 

...  13 

Pork  Butchers  . 

1 

School  Kitchens,  etc. 

...  8 

Restaurants  and  Cafes  ... 

9 

Mobile  Food  Traders 

...  10 

Wet  Fish . 

6 

*Fish  Friers  . 

...  6 

Confectioners . 

13 

*Ice  Cream  . 

...  44 

Chemists  . 

3 

^Sausage  Making 

...  18 

*  Requisitioned  premises  under  Section  16  of  the  Food  and 

Drugs  Act,  1955. 


50 


POST  MORTEM  EXAMINATION  OE  ANIMALS  IN 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES 

Period  1st  January,  1956,  to  31st  December,  1956 

Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows  Cows  Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

wt. 

(lbs.) 

Number  killed  . 

1189  4 

64 

5030 

1479 

Number  inspected  . 

1189  4 

64 

5030 

1479 

All  diseases  and  conditions 
except  Tuberculosis: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

2 

2 

431 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  ... 

1 69 

13 

66 

1767 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  Tuberculosis  ... 

14.21  — 

0.29 

4.59 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  ... 

16 

28 

757 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  Tuber¬ 
culosis  . 

1.34  — 

— 

— 

1.89 

Total  weight  of 

meat  condemned 

(lbs.) 

2955 

The  method  of  disposal  of  condemned  meat  is  as  follows  : — 

All  diseased  meat  and  offal  is  either  incinerated  or  buried 
by  the  butchers  concerned.  In  one  case  waste  is  utilised  by 
the  owner  of  a  kennels.  Provision  is  made  for  the  dyeing  of 
condemned  meat  and  offals  to  ensure  satisfactory  disposal. 


c.  Food  Inspection 


The  following  food  was  found  to  be  unfit  for  consumption : — 


PERIOD  1st  JANUARY,  1956,  TO  31st  DECEMBER,  1956 

No.  of  Tins  Weight 


Assorted  Tinned  Foods 

(decomposition,  blown,  damaged, 
mould,  and  leaking)  . 

Cooked  and  Shoulder  Ham  &  Bacon 

(decomposition)  . 

Ham 


(bone  taint)  ...  ...  , . 

Full  Cream  Milk  &  Sterilised  Cream 


(bacterial  swell)  . 

Chicken  &  Ham  Paste 

(mould  and  decomposition) 
Skim  Milk  Powder 

(rodent  contamination) 
Three  Portions  Cheese  Spread 
(mould)  . 


34  331bs.  lO^ozs. 

9  981bs.  14ozs. 

—  121bs. 

4  2\  pints 

1  jar  IJozs. 


561bs. 


6ozs. 
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d.  Milk 


5  bacteriological  samples  of  milk  have  been  taken  and  all 
were  satisfactory. 

6  samples  were  submitted  for  biological  examination  and 
all  were  free  from  infection. 

28  Dealers  and  16  Supplementary  Licenses  to  retail 
designated  milks  were  issued  by  the  Council  to  18  registered 
retailers  of  milk.  In  the  previous  year  44  licenses  were  issued 
to  23  retailers. 

e.  Ice  Cream 

50  premises  are  now  registered  with  the  Council  for  the 
retail  sale  of  ice  cream,  an  increase  of  four  on  last  year.  No 
ice  cream  is  manufactured  in  the  district.  63  samples  of  ice 
cream  were  taken  during  the  year  for  bacteriological  grading, 
with  the  following  results : — 

48  samples  were  placed  in  Provisional  Grade  1  (76.19%) 

9  samples  were  placed  in  Provisional  Grade  2  (14.29%) 

3  samples  were  placed  in  Provisional  Grade  3  (  4.76%) 

3  samples  were  placed  in  Provisional  Grade  4  (  4.76%) 

The  samples  in  Provisional  Grade  4  were  investigated  and 
with  the  co-operation  of  colleagues  in  adjoining  districts  the 
matter  was  taken  up  with  the  manufacturers  with  satisfactory 
results. 

All  the  ice  cream  retailed  in  the  district  is  pre-packed  at 
the  place  of  manufacture. 

f.  Public  Houses 

During  the  year  it  has  been  possible  to  secure  improvement 
in  the  hygienic  condition  of  four  licensed  establishments  in 
your  district  and  a  further  two  properties  are  now  under 
consideration  by  the  Brewery  Companies. 

g.  Other  Food  Premises 

The  work  of  improvement  of  food  premises  has  gone 
steadily  ahead  and  the  improvements  mentioned  earlier  which 
have  been  carried  out  are  as  follows : — 

Provision  of  washing  facilities .  4 

Provision  of  drainage .  2 

Improvement  of  unsatisfactory  walls,  ceilings  and  floors  6 
Painting  and  cleansing  .  2 

The  disposal  of  condemned  food  is  by  proper  disposal  in 
your  CounciPs  controlled  tips. 
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h.  Bakehouses 

There  are  eight  bakehouses  in  the  district,  a  further  bake¬ 
house  having  been  closed  during  the  year. 

i.  Mobile  Foodshops  and  Delivery  Vans 

As  mentioned  last  year,  this  development  is  increasing, 
and  much  supervision  of  the  condition  of  these  mobile  food- 
shops  and  delivery  vans  is  now  necessary.  The  attention  of 
two  owners  has  been  drawn  to  unsatisfactory  conditions  during 
the  year  with  satisfactory  results. 

X.  MISCELLANEOUS 

a.  Camping  and  Moveable  Dwellings 

There  are  258  weekend  bungalows  in  your  district,  sited 
principally  on  11  sites,  which  are  the  subject  of  annual  Town 
Planning  permission.  There  are  now  no  structures  in  the 
district  permanently  occupied.  It  has  not  been  possible  yet  to 
complete  discussions  with  owners  of  five  licensed  sites  at  Kearby 
with  a  view  to  satisfactory  communal  sanitary  conveniences 
being  provided  at  these  sites.  I  hope  to  get  the  agreement  of 
the  owners  to  erect  a  standard  type  of  site  convenience  and 
that  this  will  be  done  during  the  coming  year.  There  is  an 
increasing  demand  throughout  the  district  for  sites  for  the 
stationing  of  weekend  and  holiday  caravans.  None  of  the 
present  owners  of  licensed  sites  seem  very  anxious  to  encourage 
this  type  of  use  and  the  problems  that  arise  therefrom  are  not 
easy  to  deal  with.  During  the  year  enforcement  action  has 
been  taken  under  the  Town  and  Country  Planning  Act,  1947, 
in  respect  of  the  stationing  of  two  caravans  contrary  to  the 
Town  and  Country  Planning  General  Development  Order,  1948, 
made  under  that  Act. 

b.  Public  Conveniences 

The  public  conveniences  of  the  Council  are  at  Boston  Spa, 
Market  Place,  Wetherby,  and  Hallfield  Car  Park,  Wetherby, 
whilst  the  public  conveniences  of  the  Wetherby  Parish  Council 
are  at  St.  George’s  Field,  Playing  Fields,  Wetherby. 

All  these  conveniences  are  satisfactorily  maintained  and 
are  providing  a  very  useful  service.  The  income  from  public 
conveniences  during  the  year  amounted  to  £271  Os.  Od.  and 
expenditure  was  £581  Os.  Od. 

c.  Petroleum  Act,  1928 

There  are  now  28  public  filling  stations  and  26  private 
storage  installations  licensed  with  your  Council.  Work  on  the 
examination  of  these  stations  for  observance  of  licensing 
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conditions  has  continued  and  there  have  been  no  serious 
contraventions.  It  has,  however,  been  necessary  to-  draw  the 
attention  of  licensees  to  the  requirements  of  the  licence  relating 
to  the  erection  of  warning  signs  regarding  smoking  in  the 
vicinity  of  petrol  pumps. 

d.  Civil  Defence 

No-  productive  work  has  been  possible  under  this  heading 
during  the  year. 

e.  Schools 

All  the  schools  in  your  district  have  satisfactory  water 
carriage  sanitation  and  piped  water  supplies. 

By  co-operation  with  the  County  Divisional  Education 
Officer  and  the  County  Chief  School  Meals’  Officer,  a  survey  of 
the  schools  is  now  being  carried  out  with  a  view  to  assessing 
the  adequacy  of  the  dining  arrangements  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955. 

f.  Dangerous  Buildings 

3  dangerous  buildings  were  found  during  the  year, 
together  with  two  cases  outstanding  from  the  previous  year. 
All  have  now  been  satisfactorily  dealt  with. 

g.  Land  Charges 

411  Land  Charge  Requisitions  were  again  referred  to  me 
for  information  and  the  work  in  this  connection  is  responsible 
and  was  of  considerable  value. 

h.  Rodent  Control 

The  Rodent  Service  has  again  operated  satisfactorily  and 
the  following  tables  give  details  of  work  achieved  under  this 
heading : — 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 
Report  for  12  months  ended  the  31st  March,  1957 

Name  of  Local  Authority:  Wetherby.  County:  Yorkshire 


Local 

Dwelling 

All  other 

(including 

Business 

Total  of 

• 

Authority 

Houses 

Premises) 

Cols. 

Agriculture 

No.  of  properties 

63 

6881 

579 

7523 

409 

Properties  inspected : 

(a)  Notification 

— 

32 

29 

61 

8 

(b)  Survey  under  Act 

63 

421 

65 

559 

44 

(c)  Or  visited  for 

other  purpose 

— 

843 

204 

1047 

164 

Properties  inspected : 

(a)  Rats  (Major)  ... 

10 

— =- 

— 

10 

— 

(Minor)  ... 

26 

22 

18 

66 

7 

(b)  Mice  (Major)  ... 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

(Minor)  ... 

— 

3 

10 

13 

— 

No.  of  infested 

properties 

36 

25 

29 

90 

7 

Total  treatments 

carried  out 

63 

32 

29 

124 

8 

No.  of  notices  served 

under  section  4 : 

(a)  Treatment . 

— 

5 

2 

7 

2 

(b)  Structural  Work 

_ 

all  informal  notices 

16  2  18 

Cases  in  which  default 

was  taken 

Legal  Proceedings 

— 

Nil 

Nil 

No.  of  Block  Control 

Schemes  10  —  —  —  — 

i.  Atmospheric  Contamination 

The  records  of  atmospheric  contamination  in  your  district 
have  been  kept  and  forwarded  to  the  Department  of  Scientific 
and  Industrial  Research.  The  details  obtained  are  shown  in 
the  accompanying1  table. 
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ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 


Average 

Pollution 

Tons  of 

per  day  by 
Sulphur  in  the 

Average 

atmosphere 

Smoke 

1956 

Month 

4» 

Rainfall 

Inches 

Soot 

(m.g.  per 

Concentration 

per  sq. 
mile 

100  sq.  c.m. 

1  day) 

(m.g.  per  100 
cu.m. /day) 

January  . 

3.45 

12,97 

...  1.35  ... 

19.64 

February  . 

1.39 

5.60 

...  0.88  ... 

7.57 

March  . 

0.93 

7.24 

...  0.95  ... 

9.17 

April  . 

2.58 

...  12.97 

0.80 

16.96 

May  . 

0.77 

...  11.74 

...  0.80  ... 

14.83 

June  . 

2.99 

...  10.44 

...  0.55  ... 

13.63 

July  . 

4.12 

7.90 

...  0.45  ... 

10.00 

August  ...  . . 

5.31 

6.80 

...  0.58  ... 

8.61 

September  . 

3.56 

...  15.24 

...  0.58  ... 

19.93 

October  . 

1.24 

4.87 

...  0.90  ... 

6.19 

November  . 

0.72 

4.30 

...  1.17  ... 

5.63 

December  . 

2.32 

7.47 

...  1.98  ... 

9.45 

Annual  Totals: 

WETHERBY  ... 

29.38 

...  107.54 

...  0.91  ... 

11.81 

(21.14) 

...  (140.12) 

...  (0.61)  ... 

(12,30) 

HARROGATE  ... 

32.17* 

...  129.10 

...  1.25  ... 

7.75 

(Valley  Gardens) 

(24.20) 

...  (134.62) 

...  (1.20)  ... 

(7.24) 

LEEDS  . 

28.91 

...  197.70 

...  2.95  ... 

55.62 

(VToodhouse  M;r) 

(17.90) 

...  (283.33) 

...  (2.70)  ... 

(53.91) 

From  the  Sewage  W  orks,  Bilton,  Harrogate. 


Figures  in  parenthesis  relate  to  1955. 

j.  Disinfection  and  Disinfestation 

Work  under  this  heading  was  fortunately  very  limited 
and  only  four  cases  were  dealt  with  during  the  year.* 

k.  Contracts 

VTork  under  this  heading,  which  has  included  contracts 
for  works  m  enforcement  of  Statutory  Notices,  Water  Main 
Extensions,  Sewer  Extensions,  and  other  work,  is  as  follows : _ 

5  Contracts  brought  forward  from  1954  ...  £3,160  0  Od. 

9  Contractors,  1956  . .  . £3^912  16  Id. 
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APPENDIX  A 


Housing*  (Consolidation)  Regulations,  1925 
HOUSING  STATISTICS,  YEAR  1956 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  the  District  .  6881 

Number  of  back-to-back  houses  included  in  above .  6 

1.  Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year: 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts) . 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose . 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub-head 

(1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 
the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations . 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose . 

(8)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  needing  further  action  : — 

(a)  Number  considered  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or 
injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation 

(b)  Number  (excluding  those  in  sub-head  (3)  (a)  above) 

found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  . 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal 

notices : 

(a)  Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 

consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  officers  .  83 

(b)  Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied  as  a  result  of  informal  action .  309 


654 

943 

410 

500 

2 

110 


3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year : 

A.  Proceedings  under  Section  9,  10,  and  16,  Housing  Act, 

1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  formal 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  .  39 

i 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 

service  of  formal  notices : — 

(a)  By  owners  .  16 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  .  — 


B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  formal 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 

after  service  of  formal  notices : — 

(a)  By  owners  . 

(*  includes  outstanding  works  from  1955) 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . 
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*103 


3 
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C.  Proceedings  under  Section  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936. 

(1)  Number  of  representations,  etc.,  made  in  respect  of 

dwelling  houses  unfit  for  habitation .  ■ — 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  .  Demolished  15 

Closed  ...  30 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made .  127 

(4)  Any  action  under  Section  10  and  11  of  the  Local  Govern¬ 

ment  (Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act,  1983.  If  so, 
what?  . .  ...  None 


D.  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made .  30 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms,  the 

Closing  Orders  in  respect  of  which  were  determined, 
the  tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  None 

E.  Proceedings  under  Part  III  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  and 

the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954  . None 


F.  Number  of  persons  re-housed  from  demolished  houses 

during  the  year  .  74 

(41  families) 


4.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV — Overcrowding. 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the 

3  ^  ^  1  •••  •  •  •  •••  •••  •••  •  •  A  •••  •••  •••  •  •  •  •••  ••• 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  . 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  . 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 
vp  nr 

VllAJL  •••  •••  •••  •  •  •  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •  •  •  ••• 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the 

vpm  r 

V-V  M.JL  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases . 


1 

1 

7 

1 

1 

5 


5.  New  Houses. 

Number  of  new  houses  provided  during  the  year : — 

By  the  Local  Authority : 

Permanent  type .  96 

Temporary  type .  — 

By  Private  Enterprise .  107 


6.  Housing  Act,  1949. 

Section  4 — Any  action  in  connection  with  advances  for 
purposes  of  increasing  housing  accommodation .  Yes 

7.  Housing  Act,  1949,  as  amended  by  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents 

Act,  1954. 

Grants  to  persons  other  than  local  authorities  for 
improvement  of  housing  accommodation 

Any  action  during  the  year?  Yes.  Grants  allocated  in 

respect  of  79  houses. 
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APPENDIX  B 


Statement  required  by  Article  27  of  the  Sanitary  Officers 
(Outside  London)  Regulations,  1935 


Housing  Nuisances 

Outstanding 

Found 

Abated 

Outstanding 

31-12-55 

1956 

1956 

31-12-56 

Dirty  and  Verminous  . 

— 

4 

4 

— 

State  of  Disrepair  . 

90 

486 

392 

184 

Provision  of  Services  . 

212 

192 

217 

185 

302 

682 

613 

369 

NUISANCES— DRAINAGE 

Defective  . 

2 

91 

72 

21 

Inadequate  . 

9 

61 

55 

15 

Blocked  . 

— 

98 

96 

2 

Defective  Sinks . 

9 

58 

67 

10 

Light  and  Ventilation 

(inadequate) 

20 

50 

46 

24 

Overcrowding  . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Paving  (inaaequate/def.) 

20 

57 

53 

24 

REFUSE  STORAGE 

Pail  Closet  Renewal . 

— 

10 

10 

— 

Middens  abolished  . 

90 

15 

60 

45 

SANITARY  CONVENIENCES 

Defective  . 

56 

54 

2 

Inadequate  .  . 

6 

28 

27 

17 

Conversions  to  W.C . 

158 

78 

108 

128 

Conversions  to  P.C . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Serious  Dampness  . 

14 

98 

88 

24 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

Unsatisfactory  . 

10 

71 

58 

23 

Direct  to  streams  . 

0 

15 

11 

10 

Water  Supply  (unsatisfactory) 

38 

28 

40 

24 

MISCELLANEOUS 

General  . 

4 

28 

18 

14 

Rodent  Infestation  . 

— 

87 

87 

— 

Food  Storage  (unsatisfactory) 

23 

58 

63 

18 

410 

1016 

1004 

401 
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GENERAL  NUISANCES 


(Total  of  premises  or  cases  dealt  with) 


Outstanding 

Found 

Abated 

Outstanding 

31-12-55 

1956 

1956 

31-12-56 

Offensive  accumulation  ... 

• - 

5 

5 

_ 

Animal  Keeping . 

— 

Q 

O 

2 

1 

Dangerous  Buildings 

2 

3 

5 

— 

Pood  Premises  (defects)  ... 

— 

15 

14 

1 

Factories  . 

3 

12 

10 

5 

Rodent  Infestation  . 

— 

64 

64 

— 

River  and  Stream  Pollution 

— 

2 

2 

- — 

Sewerage : 

Blocked  Sewers . 

85 

85 

Defective  Sewers  . 

2 

10 

11 

1 

Shops  (defects) . 

— 

9 

7 

2 

Miscellaneous  . 

2 

20 

18 

4 

9 

228 

223 

14 

Total  all  Nuisances 

419 

1244 

1227 

415 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  SERVICES 


Piped  Water  Supply  11 

W.C.s  (new)  .  145 

Re-drainage  .  74 

Septic  Tanks  .  20 


Paths  .  109 

Hot  Water  .  119 

Sewer  Connections  ...  49 

Sinks  .  67 


NOTICES  ISSUED 


Informal 

Statutory 

Outstanding  1955 

.  69  . 

...  156 

Issued  1956  . 

.  377  . 

...  234 

Complied  with  1956  ... 

.  309  . 

...  135 

Outstanding  31-12-56 

.  135  . 

...  255 

Legal  Proceedings 

.  •  •  •  . 

_ 
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SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS 


Building  Byelaw  (New  Buildings)  .  924 

Bakehouses  .  91 

Slaughterhouses  . 1241 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies  .  47 

Conversion  of  Earth  Closets .  431 

Camping  .  82 

Factories  Act  .  502 

Food  Premises .  556 

Nuisances — General  .  151 

Housing — Nuisances  .  832 

Housing  (inc.  Rural  Housing  Survey)  .  943 

Housing  Programme  (New  Houses).  See  also  Building 

Byelaws  .  104 

Ice  Cream .  142 

Food  Inspection  (unfit) .  32 

Public  Cleansing  .  391 

Salvage  .  94 

Rodent  Control  .  384 

Sewerage  .  451 

Sewerage  (proposed  schemes)  .  254 

Schools  .  12 

Shops  (Sanitation)  .  89 

Town  Planning  .  641 

Waterworks  . 731 

Waterworks  (proposed  schemes) .  109 

Miscellaneous  .  127 
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